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President's  Message 


This  has  been  a  busy  fall  for  the 
Hill  Dwellers,  starting  with  the  Coit 
Tower  Picnic  in  September. 

Several  new  events,  which  we 
hope  will  be  repeated  regularly,  were 
inaugurated  this  fall: 

Our  adjoining  neighborhood  or¬ 
ganizations,  Russian  Hill  Neighbors 
and  North  Beach  Neighbors,  have 
been  scheduling  quarterly  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Cleanups,  through  the 
Clean  City  Coalition.  We  joined 
them  the  first  week  in  November, 
and  plan  to  make  this  a  regular  T'l  ID 
event.  Asithappened,  Youthquake, 
a  organization  of  students  involved 
in  public  service,  also  gathered  in 
Washington  Square  that  morning, 
and  swept  streets  and  alleys  south  of 
the  Square.  While  the  clean  streets 
that  resulted  from  that  morning’s 
efforts  didn  ’  t  last  long,  we  hope  that 
our  efforts  will  encourage  merchants 
and  residents  to  do  their  share  in 
keeping  our  neighborhood  clean. 
Abby  Herget  will  be  organizing  the 
next  Neighborhood  Cleanup  —  call 
her  at  982-4437  if  you’d  like  to 
participate. 

Some  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
have  participated  in  Neighborhood 
Emergency  Response  Team  (NERT) 
training,  a  program  offered  by  the 
San  Francisco  Fire  Department  to 
help  citizens  be  self-sufficient  in 
the  hours  immediately  following  an 
earthquake  or  other  emergency. 
We’re  planning  to  sponsor  more 
NERT  classes  in  the  New  Year.  If 
you’re  interested,  call  PatLorentzen, 
781-0456. 

City  Guides  offered  a  Telegraph 
Hill  walk  in  October  to  show  off  our 
neighborhood.  The  walks,  led  by 
former  Hill  resident  (who  still  be¬ 


longs  to  THD!)  Margaret  Sheehan, 
were  planned  to  highlight  the  area’ s 
historic  treasures — and  demonstrate 
to  tourists  that  walking  is  a  better 
way  to  see  Telegraph  Hill  than  driv¬ 
ing  to  Coit  Tower.  We  hope  the 
walk  will  become  a  regular  feature 
of  the  City  Guides  schedule.  If 
you’d  like  to  contribute  a  bit  of 
neighborhood  lore,  please  call  Mar¬ 
garet  at  775-5450. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue,  you’ll 
find  the  results  of  a  survey  taken  at 
our  August  dinner,  asking  members 
to  voice  their  opinions  about  the 
North  Beach  Festival.  The  North 
Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
asked  THD  to  participate  in  the 
planning  process  for  next  year’s 
event,  so  you  can  be  sure  your  sen¬ 
timents  will  be  passed  on.  Our 
representatives  to  the  planning  com¬ 
mittee  are  Board  members  Betty 
Kemper  and  Jarilyn  Cerruti. 

North  Beach  Librarian  Gardener 
Haskell  has  requested  our  help  in 
cleaning  up  the  wall  outside  the 
North  Beach  Library.  If  that’s  a 
project  that  appeals  to  you,  call  me 
at  392-1187. 

Nancy  Katz,  one  of  THD’ s  found¬ 
ing  members  and  currently  Parking 
and  Traffic  chair,  underwent  lung 
surgery  November  16.  As  we  go  to 
press,  she’s  recovering  nicely  and 
would  love  to  hear  from  you  — 
cards,  not  calls,  please,  at  her  re¬ 
quest. 

Board  member  Chuck  Harry,  who 
did  such  a  fine  job  of  organizing  last 
year’s  Issues  Night,  resigned  when 
he  moved  from  the  neighborhood. 
Long-time  member  Judy  Robinson 
has  kindly  agreed  to  serve  out 
Chuck’s  term  on  the  Board. 


THD  Motions  Passed 


September  -  Voted  to  join  San 
Francisco  League  of  Neighborhoods 

Denied  motion  to  withdraw  from 
Coalition  of  San  Francisco  Neigh¬ 
borhoods. 

Voted  to  disassociate  THD  from 
legal  action  taken  by  Coalition  with¬ 
out  our  knowledge  and  conset. 

October  -  Voted  to  resign  from 
Coalition  of  San  Franciso  Neigh¬ 
borhoods,  in  view  of  Coalition  law¬ 
suit  against  City. 

Voted  to  write  to  Planning  Com¬ 
mission  to  oppose  reduction  in  rear 
yard  open  space  requirement  from 
45  to  33  percent. 

Voted  to  urge  Port  Commission 
to  terminate  its  relationship  and 
withdraw  its  development  agree¬ 
ment  from  Scandinavian  Center,  and 
to  designate  Pier  35  as  the  cruise 
ship  terminal  in  its  deliberations 
with  the  Waterfront  Plan  Advisory 
Board. 

November  -  Churchill  Alley  Ga¬ 
rage:  Supported  increased  parking 
for  North  Beach  while  maintaining 
integrity  of  the  40-foot  height  limit. 
Voted  to  send  letter  to  relevant  City 
departments  to  determine  Police 
Department’s  plans  for  Vallejo 
Street  site,  and  to  urge  continued 
short-term  public  parking  in  the 
Vallejo  Street  Garage. 

Voted  to  send  Bob  Tibbits  as 
THD  representative  to  group  ex¬ 
ploring  alternatives  to  (and  possible 
elimination  of)  the  Terminal  Sepa¬ 
rator. 

Voted  to  rescind  the  June  11, 
1991  motion  of  the  Board,  support¬ 
ing  variance  for  100%  conversion 
of  the  San  Remo  Hotel  to  tourist 
status  with  lifetime  leases  for  cur¬ 
rent  residential  tenants. 
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MOOSE’S...  They’re  Back  byDianaGay”or 


Speculation  began  last 
spring,  when  work  crews  moved  in 
to  gut  the  old  Figone’s  furniture 
store.  The  streets  and  sidewalks  of 
North  Beach 
buzzed  with  it; 
Ed  Moose 
is  open¬ 


ing 
a  new 
restau¬ 
rant!  How 
can  he  top  the 
Washbag? 

If  you’ve 

been  on  a  pilgrim¬ 
age  in  Katmandu  for 
the  last  seventeen 
years,  you  may  not  know 
that  “Washbag”  is  the 
pet  name  for  the  legend¬ 
ary  Washington  Square  Bar  and 
Grill,  and  that  Ed  and  Mary  Etta 
Moose  were  its  long-time  pro¬ 
prietors.  Herb  Caen  made  the  place 
famous  in  his  columns,  and  it  be¬ 
came  the  favored  watering  hole  for 
local  celebrities,  sports  heroes,  poli¬ 
ticians  and  members  of  the  Fourth 
Estate. 

It  was  a  sad  day  in  North 
Beach  when  WSB&G  was  sold  and 
the  Mooses  took  off  for  Sonoma, 
where  they  planned  to  open  a  small 
hotel  and  restaurant.  When  their 
plans  fell  through  (lucky  for  us),  Ed 
and  Mary  Etta  began  to  have  second 
thoughts  about  leaving  North  Beach. 

“I  was  walking  through 
Washington  Square  park  one  day 


and  saw  a  big  for  sale  sign  on  the 
Figone  Furniture  Company,” 
Moose  recalled  in  a  recent  inter¬ 
view.  ‘  ‘I  decided  that  if  we  could 
get  the  building,  we’d  open  a  restau¬ 
rant.  Then  things  began  to  move 
fast;  we  bought  the  building, 
applied  for  a  restaurant  use 
permit  and  got  it,  and  from 
that  point  on  it  was  away 
we  go.  Events  sort  of  over¬ 
took  our  planning.” 


Soon,  up 
went  the 
Moose's  sign, 
designed  by 
North  Beach 
artist  Ward 

Schumaker,  and  immediately  a  great 
loud  jeremiad  began,  bemoaning 
the  sleaze  factor  a  giant  blue  neon 
moose  head  would  bring  to  Wash¬ 
ington  Square.  However,  opinion 
has  been  running  about  80  to  1  in 
favor  of  the  sign,  according  to  Ed 
Moose.  Most  people  love  the 
whimsy  of  it,  and  it  seems  to  fit  right 
in  with  the  je  ne  sais  quoi  style  of 
North  Beach.  .  . 

One  of  the  first  events  to  be 
held  at  the  new  eatery  was  a  recep¬ 


tion  to  benefit  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Center.  About  70 
people  showed  up, 
quite  a  few 
Telegraph 
Hill 
Dwellers 
amongst 
them, 
and 
plunked 


down 

$35  a  head  to  sip  the 
credible  house  wines,  nosh  on  hors 
d'oeuvres  and  enjoy  the  relaxed,  yet 
upscale  ambience,  and  congratu¬ 
late  each  other  on  a  job  well  done  at 
the  Neighborhood  Center.  It  was 
a  memorable  evening  for  a 
worthy  cause,  and  the 
Mooses  are  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  their  hospital¬ 
ity  (at  one  point,  I  ended  up 
with  a  plate  full  of  prosciutto 
and  no  bread,  and  Mary  Etta 
most  graciously  came  to  my  res¬ 
cue  with  a  fresh  mini  baguette). 

About  the  atmosphere;  it  is 
upscale  with  elegant  furnishings  and 
finishes,  graceful  fabric-draped 
arches  between  the  bar  and  dining 
room,  and  tall  windows  overlook¬ 
ing  the  Square.  A  polished  ebony 
grand  piano  lends  an  air  of  elegance, 
and  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  one 
might  be  treated  to  popular  favor¬ 
ites  or  some  cool  jazz  from  a  visit¬ 
ing  trio. 
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But  in  many  ways 
^.Mooses  already 
*  shows  signs  of  be¬ 
coming  a  real  neigh¬ 
borhood  hangout.  It’s 
a  kicky  place;  a  life  size  card¬ 

board  Herb  Caen,  seated  at  table 
with  a  glass  of  wine,  holds  a  place  of 
honor  up  on  the  mezzanine,  and  the 
master  of  three -dot  journalism  him¬ 
self  has  been  spotted  on  at  least  one 
occasion,  bellied  up  to  the  bar.  Jour¬ 
nalist  Warren  Hinckle  and  his  bas¬ 
set  hound  were  ensconced  at  the  bar 
one  recent  Saturday  afternoon.  It’s 
true,  people  do  look  like  their  dogs, 
but  after  reading  some  of  Hinckle’ s 
stories,  one  can  assume  that  he 
doesn’t  mind  the  comparison.  And 
what  a  kick  it  was  to  sit  at  a  window 
table  on  Halloween  Night,  munch¬ 
ing  on  a  Moose  Burger  while  the 
Phantom  of  the  Opera,  some  ninja 
turtles  leftover  from  last  year,  a  few 
punks,  little  girls  in  Cat  Woman 
suits,  and  assorted  ghoulies  and 
ghosties  strolled  by  outside,  their 
masquerade  turned  quite  menacing 
by  the  electric  blue  light  flooding  the 
sidewalk. 

The  bartenders 
remember  your 
f‘  ( name.  And  while  the 
food  is  sometimes 
slow  getting  from 
kitchen  to  table,  the 
waiters  are  great;  very  cool,  very 
hip,  and  very  funny. 

The  eclectic  Mooses  menu 
is  the  polar  opposite  of  the  rich, 
saucy  fare  at  the  Washbag.  Ed 
Moose  wanted  to  get  away  from 
‘  ‘the  menus  of  the  40’ s  and  50’ s  that 
relied  so  heavily  on  butter  and 
flour.  ’  ’  He  has  worked  closely  with 
his  young  Chef,  Lance  Velasquez, 
to  create  a  menu  more  in  keeping 


with  today’ s  health  conscious  tastes. 
‘  ‘The  emphasis  is  on  natural  ingre¬ 
dients,  the  best,  the  freshest  we  can 
find,”  Moose  says.  “That’s  what 
all  the  young  chefs  are  about.” 

Indeed,  one  of  the 
best  items  on  the 
P  f  menu  is  also  one  of 
the  simplest,  a  salad 
of  fresh  field  greens 
with  a  delicate  sherry 
vinaigrette.  Also  delicious  are  a 
goat  cheese  cal  zone  with  sun-dried 
tomatoes,  and  a  smoked  chicken 
pizza,  both  of  which  can  be  enjoyed 
at  the  bar  if  the  dining  room  is  too 
busy. 

While  a  great 
many  WSB&Gregu- 
P  f  lars  have  migrated 
across  the  Square  to 
Mooses,  the  public¬ 
ity  about  the  place  has 
attracted  new  people,  a  different 
crowd  that  should  spread  out  and 
check  out  other  places,  according  to 
Ed  Moose.  “Also,  we’re  getting 
more  neighborhood  people,  many 
of  whom  I  haven’t  seen  before.  I 
think  they’re  curious;  they’ve 
watched  the  place  take  shape,  and 
want  to  see  what  it’s  like.” 

When  asked  about  the  old 
Washbag  softball  team,  the  Lapin 
Sauvages,  Moose  hinted  that  there 
has  been  quite  a  bit  of  interest  lately 
in  bringing  the  team  out  of  retire¬ 
ment  and  taking  it  on 
the  road  again.  Such 
p  j  momentous  news 
1  should  be  enough  to 
make  the  pitching 
arms  of  neighborhood 
slow-pitch  aces  tingle  with  antici¬ 
pation.  In  true  form,  Moose  served 
the  Vodka  when  some  Russian 
baseballers  played  the  Lapins  at  the 


North  Beach  Playground  Decem¬ 
ber  first.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whetherthe  time-honored  sport  of 
penny-  pitching  will 
be  revived  on  the 
f  sidewalk  in  front  of 
Mooses. 

E  d 
Moose  had  this  to 
say  about  his  long-range  goals  for 
his  hot  new  night  spot;  “We  own 
the  building,  so  we  gave  ourselves  a 
long  lease.  Our  intention  is  to  have 
fun  with  it,  and  as  long  as  people  are 
here,  enjoying  it,  we’ll  be  enjoying 
it  with  them.” 

It  looks  like  Moose's  is  in 
for  a  long  run.  .  . 

( 


The 

Fog  Hill 
Market 

Kearney  &  Green  Streets 
HOURS: 

7  Days  a  Week 
9:00  AM-  12  Midnight 
Dell  &  Sandwiches 

FREE  DELIVERY 
781-8817 
Call  Susan  or  Simon 


GREAT  BUY.. .BY  THE  BAY 


Designer  Studios  From  The  Low  $150,000's 


At  Parc  Telegraph,  choice  location  and  liveable 
prices  go  hand-in-hand.  In  the  fashionable 
Telegraph  1  fill-Embarcadero  neighborhood. 


Designer  Studios  come  with  a  membership 
to  either  The  Bay  Club  or  the  Telegraph 


Hill  Club 


Location!  Location!  Location! 

Walking  distance  to  the  financial  district, 

Parc  Telegraph  has  everything  in  San  Francisco 
living  you  desire. 

We  invite  you  to  come  in  and  we'll  put  you  in 
with  one  of  our  Flexible  Lending  Plans. 

You  deserve  to  own  a  piece  of  San  Francisco. 
At  Parc  Telegraph. 


Many  with  spectacular  Bay  and  Bridge 
views 

Private  Fitness  Center  •  Central  Courtyard 
24-Hour  Security  •  Concierge  Services 
Enclosed  Secured  Parking 
One  and  Two  Bedrooms  Also  Available 


Models  &  Salks 
Oit:\  Every  Day 
11-6  Or  Bv  Appointment 
Full  Broker  Cooperation 


Parc  Itelegraph 

BETWEEN  THE  TOWER  AND  THE  BAY 


(415)  788-7700 


TakeThe  EmbarcaderoTo  Chestnut  &  Montgomery 
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Win  a  Prize 
in  the  f 

New  Member 
Contest 


By  Betty  Kemper, 

Membership  Chair 

Sign  up  now  to  distribute  mem¬ 
bership  flyers  to  your  neighbors  — 
and  you  may  be  rewarded  for  your 
efforts.  The  contest  starts  in  Janu¬ 
ary  and  continues  until  the  end  of 
March.  The  contestant  bringing  in 
the  highest  percentage  of  new  mem¬ 
bers  wins  an  hour-long  massage  by 
Paula  McCabe,  a  certified  Shiatsu 
practitioner. 


NERT  Alert 

‘Big  One  ’  Likely  to  Occur  Sooner 

-SF  Examiner,  11/19/92 

And  if  you’re  like  most  of  us, 
you’re  not  really  ready  for  it.  But 
you  can  prepare  for  a  major  emer¬ 
gency  like  an  earthquake  by  taking 
NERT  training. 

The  Neighborhood  Emergency 
Response  Team  (NERT)  program, 
a  5-week  series  of  classes  taking 
one  evening  a  week,  will  help  you 
(and  your  neighbors)  be  self-suffi¬ 
cient  in  a  major  disaster. 

To  sign  up,  call  Pat  Lorentzen, 
781-0456. 

A  Big  Welcome 
to  New  Members 

By  Betty  Kemper,  Membership 
Chair 


Schedule: 

♦NOW:  Call  Membership  Chair 
Betty  Kemper  to  select  the  area  of 
the  Hill  where  you’d  like  to  distrib¬ 
ute  flyers. 

♦JAN.  15  -  25:  Determine  the 
number  of  flyers  you’ll  need  to  cover 
your  area,  and  report  to  Betty. 

♦FEB.  1:  Start  distributing  fly¬ 
ers. 

♦MAR.  31:  Winner  is  an¬ 
nounced. 

To  enter  the  New  Member  Con¬ 
test,  call  Betty  Kemper,  296-8190. 


I  hope  to  meet  you  at  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Party  December  13.  New  mem¬ 
bers  are: 

Millicent  Durant  Bogert,  Jeanne 
Hallman,  Mary  P.  Williams,  D.L. 
Cummings,  Dennis  T.  Herrera,  Jill 
Hamilton,  Michael  Pedroni,  Calvin 
Moorad,  Penny  Moorad,  Peter 
Buxtun,  Clinton  J.  Loftman,  Merle 
Goldstone,  Darla  Bernard,  Nicho¬ 
las  Frank,  David  Purser,  Marian 
Hubler,  Lisa  Carlson,  Thalia  Koster, 
Fredric  Frelind,  Richard  Edwards, 
Shufina  &  Mark  English,  Wallace 
Breitman,  Melvin  Miller,  Steve 
Obremsky,  Lloyd  Dulbecco, 
Antonia  Fiedler,  John  &  Jane 
Tansley,  Karen  Baird,  and  Paul  Gets. 


Recycle  Your 
Christmas  Cards 

by  Jack  Early 

This  is  the  age  of  recycling. 
Everybody’ s  doing  it,  and  Jack  Early 
of  All-Year  Christmas  Cheer  sug¬ 
gests  that,  among  other  things,  you 
also  recycle  your  Christmas  cards. 

He  calls  his  program  the  ‘  ‘Re¬ 
cycling  of  Christmas  spirit.”  For 
more  than  25  years,  he  has  sent 
millions  of  used  Christmas  cards  to 
missionaries  of  all  faiths,  orphan¬ 
ages,  hospitals  and  schools  through¬ 
out  the  world.  They  remake  them, 
he  explained,  and  use  them  for  reli¬ 
gious  purposes,  teaching  and  deco¬ 
rations.  In  some  cases  they  remake 
them  and  sell  them  for  their  chari¬ 
table  causes. 

Early,  a  San  Francisco  adver¬ 
tising  man,  now  has  more  than  400 
recipients  all  over  the  world.  He 
will  gladly  send  addresses  and  mail- 
ing  instructions  if  you  send  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 
to  Jack  Early,  All-Year  Christmas 
Cheer,  134  Pfeiffer  Street,  Alcatraz 
Heights,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133. 
AYCC  is  a  non-profit,  non-sectar¬ 
ian  activity. 

As  he  says,  “If  s  amazing  how 
much  good  used  Christmas  cards 
can  do.  It’ s  the  nicest  recycling  you 
can  do.”  Actually,  it’s  the  only 
recycling  of  Christmas  cards  you 
can  do,  as  recyclers  will  not  accept 
them. 


ABLE  BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  CO. 

868  Folsom  Street,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94107,  Tel:  981-8070 


Angelo  J.  Boschetto 


Conveniently  located  in  the  heart  of  North  Beach  and  Fisherman's  Wharf 
Daily  Rates 
$45  to  $65 
Weekly  Rates 
Available 

Breakfast  7:30  -10:30 

Since  1906 

2237  Mason,  S.F.  (415)776-8688  Hotel,  673-9090  Restaurant 


SAN  R6MO 

HOTEL  &  RESTAURANT 


Tom  and  Robert  Field 
invite  you  to  their 
reopened  restaurant. 
Chef  John  Littlewood 
serves  interpretations  of 
traditional  San  Francisco 
recipes. 
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In  The  Gutters 

by  Bob  Mathews 


Spearheaded  by  that  noble,  fear¬ 
less  and  community-minded  leader. 
Bob  Mathews  (poetic  license  is  al¬ 
lowed  when  you  write  your  own  press 
releases!),  a  team  of  enlightened  and 
dedicated  volunteer-activist  types 
literally  descended  into  the  gutters  of 
the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  on  Saturday,  November  7, 
1992  with  the  aim  of  sweeping  up  all 
unsightly  and  obscene  detritus  that 
may  have  inadvertently  accumulated 
in  these  same  gutters. 

I  salute  and  applaud  this  team  of 
eager  volunteers  for  their  willingness 
to  put  their  commitment  to  a  livable 
Telegraph  Hill  into  action.  They  de¬ 
nied  themselves,  for  one  Saturday, 
the  pleasures  of  a  Saturday  morning 
in  The  City;  sleeping  in,  a  cup  of 
espresso  at  a  favorite  cafe,  reading  the 
morning  paper  or  a  special  book  with 
the  Fall  Sun  pouring  in  through  the 
window,  whatever.  The  fact  is  they 
put  these  simple  pleasures  aside  for 
one  morning  and  did  some  very  nec¬ 
essary  community  house  cleaning. 

The  following  names,  therefore, 
have  been  entered  on  the  honor  roll  of 
the  people  who  put  their  ideals  into 
action.  They  heard  the  call  to  action 
and  they  responded  with  enthusiasm, 
cheerfulness  and  hard  work:  Tom 
Havey,  Billy  Atlas,  Scott  Lewis,  Abby 
Herget,  Pat  Lorentzen,  Ken  Scudder, 
Dick  &  Max  Hanlin,  Lori  Viti,  Cheryl 
Skinner,  Scott  Lockheed,  Maggie 
Perea,  D.O.  Hastings  (a  “full-time” 
volunteer  who  goes  around  the  city 


THDers  Scott  Lewis,  Abby  Herget  and  Pat 
Lorentzen  prepare  to  sweep  the  streets.  Abby 
will  be  organizing  the  next  Neighborhood 
Cleanup,  probably  in  February. 

sweeping  streets),  Daranne  Schott, 
Jim  Woodward,  Bill  Beyers,  Lorraine 
McCutcheon,  Fritz  Terplan,  June 
Fraps,  and  Bob  Mathews. 

The  net  effect  of  this  gutter  brigade 
is  two-fold:  1)  real  life  trash  is  re¬ 
moved  from  the  streets,  and  2)  an 
example  of  caring  and  concern  is  set 
that  produces  a  ripple  effect  in  the 
community  and  who  knows  where  it 
will  end  and  with  what  results. 

The  contagiousness  of  the  exer¬ 
cise,  however,  was  evident  in  the  com¬ 
ments  several  people  brought  back  to 
Broom  Fleadquarters.  Remarks  went 
this  way:  ‘  ‘Hey,  that’s  great  what  you 
are  doing.  ”  Also,  ‘  ‘Thanks  for  caring 
about  our  neighborhood.”  And,  “Be¬ 
cause  of  what  I  see  you  doing  I  plan  to 
join  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  and  get 
involved.” 

After  all  that  has  been  said  here  and 
all  that  was  done  on  clean-up  day,  not 
even  the  most  idealistic  and  dreamy 
volunteer  thinks  that  the  streets,  lanes 
and  alleys  will  remain  in  the  pristine 


condition  of  that  day.  Noway,  Jose! 
So,  here  comes  the  challenge:  1)  do 
whatever  you  can  to  prevent  and  di¬ 
minish  the  amount  of  trash  on  our 
streets,  and  2)  plans  for  another  street 
sweeping  expedition  are  being  made 
and  a  date  has  been  set  for  February, 
1993.  So,  to  all  who  missed  this  past 
opportunity  to  sweep  and  to  all  frus¬ 
trated  idealists,  I  offer  you  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  enrolled  on  that  same 
honor  roll  of  people  who  put  their 
ideals  into  action  when  the  next  sweep 
occurs.  Strangely  enough,  it  is  hard 
work  and  can  be  a  bit  disgusting  but 
the  overall  impact  is  that  it  is  a  lot  of 
fun  and  you  feel  good  about  doing  it. 
You  walk  home  afterwards  with  a 
better  feeling  about  yourself  and  about 
your  community.  Try  it  next  time  and 
find  out  what  you  missed. 

We  are  not  pioneers  or  alone  in  this 
endeavor.  Other  neighborhood  groups 
are  involved  in  this  same  process, 
including  nearby  groups  such  as  Rus¬ 
sian  Hill  Neighbors,  North  Beach, 
and  a  unique  group  of  teenagers  called 
Teen  Quest.  The  umbrella  organiza¬ 
tion  is  Clean  City  Coalition  and  Mayor 
Jordan’s  One  Neat  City  organization. 
All  equipment  is  supplied  by  the  city 
and  pickup  trucks  carry  off  the  trash 
bags  that  same  day,  giving  areal  sense 
of  accomplishment. 

A  total  of  32  trash  bags  were  picked 
up  by  a  San  Francisco  city  truck  but 
I’m  aware  of  some  that  were  missed. 

No  ‘  ‘official”  date  has  been  set  for 
the  next  clean  up  in  February,  1993. 


For  those  who  care  about 
comfort  and  quiet  with 
liberal  dashes  of  elegance 


•  15  Individually  decorated  rooms 

•  Complimentary: 

Breakfast/Afternoon  Tea/ 

Wine  &  Hors  d'oeuvres 

( served  daily  by  the  fireplace ) 

•  Terry  Cloth  robes  and  daily 
newspapers 

•  Strategic  North  Beach  location  near: 
Financial  District 
Chinatown/Fishermans  Wharf 

Cable  Cars 

WASHINGTON 
SQUARE  INN 

BED  8  BREAKFAST 

1 660  Stockton  Street, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


RESERVATIONS: 

(800)  388-0220 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


(415)  986-6652 


22  BATTERY  STREET,  SUITE  800 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111 


Enjoy  a  discriminating  dining  experience 
in  a  French  chateau 
atop  Telegraph  Hill 
overlooking  scenic  San  Francisco  Bay.  £ 
The  Shadows  now  features  T 
contemporary  French  cuisine, 
rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 


The  Shadows  is  open  nightly  from  5-10  P.M. 
Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 

For  reservations  please  call  982-5556. 


ESTABLISHED  1932 


1549  MOMTGOMERY  ST.  SAM  FRAMCISCO,  CALIFORMIA 
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MCGUIRE 

REAL  E5TATE_S#CE  1919 


Michael  L.  Steingraber 


Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 

1892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  921-5555  office 
(415)  391-8089  residence 
(415)  931-3416  fax 


JULIUS 

CASTII 

1541  Montgomery  St.  San  Francisco,  CA 
Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcte  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 

All  major  credit  cards  accepfed.  /  Valet  Parking  /  Private  rattles  Welcome 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old.  World  Craftsmanship” 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Blinds  •  Shades 


(tjjC  Drape  ries 


2060  Stockton  St. 


781-6277 
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Scenes  from  THD  Coit  Tower  Picnic 


Thanks  to  Donors 
for  Our 
Picnic  Raffle 


by  Jarilyn  Cerruti, 

Social  Chair 

We 'd  like  to  thank  the 
following  businesses  and 
personal  donors  to  our 
Annual  Coit  Tower 
Picnic  Raffle.  Their 
generous  support  is 
appreciated  and 
contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  event. 
Warm  thanks  to: 

Moose 's  Restaurant 
Brava  Caffe 
Calzone  's 
Basta  Pasta 
Caffe  Freddy’s 
The  Basque  Hotel 
Caffe  Trieste 
Enrico’s 

Caesar’s  Restaurant 
San  Remo  Hotel 
The  Gold  Spike 
Castagnola  ’s 
Julius’  Castle 
North  Beach  Pizza 
New  Pisa  Restaurant 
The  Stinking  Rose 
Fior  d ’Italia 
Tower  Tours 
Quality  Postcards 
Beach  Blanket  Babylon 
Little  Joe 's 
The  Printing  Place 
North  Beach  Repertory 
Theater 

American  Conservatory 
Theater 

Marco  of  Venice 
Abitare 

Gym  Master  of  San 
Francisco 
Maud  Hallin 
Curt  Gentry 
Robert  Sexton 
Charles  Farrugia 
Tricia  Brown 
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On  The  Wild  Side 
Of  Lombard 
Street 

by  Muriel  Leff 

From  my  new  ninth  Story 
apartment,  I  can  see  a  vignette  of 
San  Francisco  1992  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  1848.  In  1848,  most  of  the 
San  Francisco  waterfront  looked 
like  my  apartment  view.  The  gray 
wacky  rocks  and  flowered  crevices 
greeted  the  first  Caucasians  who 
sailed  into  our  spectacular  Bay. 
They  look  as  if  they  were  placed  by 
Garden  Club  ladies.  Of  course, 
some  of  Telegraph  Hill  provided 
rocks  to  fill  in  the  Bay  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  growing  population. 
Some  were  used  to  provide  ballast 
for  ships  that  deposited  their  car¬ 
gos  and  returned  to  other  world¬ 
wide  ports  empty. 

Flowers 

Half  of  the  hill  is  gorgeously 
covered  with  flowers.  On  my  shop¬ 
ping  trip  at  a  rummage  shop  I  lo¬ 
cated  a  bedspread  that  mimicked 
the  colors  on  the  hill  with  daisies, 
tulips,  marigolds  and  shades  of 
yellow,  orange,  and  green.  Pop¬ 
pies  open  and  shut  with  the  sun’s 
calendar.  Nasturtium  spread  with¬ 
out  restraint.  Bright  yellow  flow¬ 
ers  of  Scotch  Broom,  otherwise 
known  as  gorse  was  introduced  by 
sailors  arriving  from  England. 
Scotch  Broom  is  used  to  make 
brooms.  Once  it  is  rooted  it  is 
impossible  to  remove.  White  Yar¬ 
row  give  a  nice  accent  in  this  col¬ 
orful  area.  A  charming  collection 


of  blue  forget-me-nots  and  yellow 
and  orange  Tidy  Tips  lie  near  our 
apartmentfountain.  Asadark green 
outline  on  the  top  of  Telegraph  Hill 
stand  Monterey  Cypresses  brought 
from  Monterey  and  Carmel.  The 
cypresses  flourish  all  over  Califor¬ 
nia.  Eucalyptus  trees  from  Austra¬ 
lia  stand  irregularly  as  if  a  wind 
could  topple  them.  As  I  write,  purple 
hebe  or  veronica  come  intomy  view. 
It  seems  that  I  will  have  to  change 
my  bedspread  seasonal  to  the  new 
colors  of  mauve,  beige  (dried 
grasses)  and  the  purple  hebe  as  spring 
turns  into  summer. 

Sounds 

Usually,  the  only  sounds  that 
reach  me  are  bird  songs.  On  occa¬ 
sion,  I  can  hear  the  voices  of  diners 
on  the  roof  of  Julius  Castle  restau¬ 
rant.  They  talk  the  wonders  of  my 
San  Francisco.  Lately  around  mid¬ 
night,  the  grey  fox  family  “barks”. 
Does  their  barking  turn  off  Colt 
Tower  lights?  Once  in  a  while  a 
large  container  ship  or  fancy  ocean 
liner  will  signal  by  loud  penetrating 


horns  that  they  are  entering  the  Bay 
channel.  Most  of  them  are  heading 
for  the  Oakland  Port,  unfortunately 
for  the  San  Francisco  Port  Commis¬ 
sion.  Primary  colored  tugboats  pull 
barges  of  fill  from  the  Bay  floor. 
Ferries  and  private  sailboats  give  a 
white  accent  to  the  muted  changing 
shades  of  blue  bay  waters,  from 
shiny  light  grey  to  sapphire  blue. 

Birds 

The  birds  that  sing  are  usu¬ 
ally  robins,  white -crowned  sparrows 
and  song  sparrows.  The  brown  birds 
lose  their  silhouette  as  they  rest  on 
the  grayish-beige  rocks,  or  more 
annoyingly  land  on  the  far  side  of 
the  bushes.  The  blue  scrub  jays  and 
common  raven  and  parrots  croak. 
About  4: 30  p.m . ,  two  raven  families 
with  their  24"  wing  spread.  They  fly 
back  and  forth  and  often  land  on 
special  rocks.  Maybe  this  is  their 
nesting  spot. 

The  Mourning  Doves  make  a 
metallic  click  with  their  wings.  Pi¬ 
geons  coo  in  this  cacophony  while 
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Wild  Side ... 


eating  everyone’s  garbage.  Cali¬ 
fornia  gulls  from  Mono  Lake  in  the 
Eastern  Sierras  spend  part  of  the 
year  with  us.  The  Cliff  Swallows 
with  cinnamon  bellies  also  arrive  in 
the  late  afternoon.  The  swallow 
with  the  square  tail  wintered  in  Ar¬ 
gentina  and  Chile.  They  return  to 
famous  San  Juan  Capistrano  Mis¬ 
sion  on  a  certain  date  each  year. 
Butterflies,  moths  and  dragonflies 
come  out  in  the  sun.  The  dragon¬ 
flies  appear  to  cut  down  on  our  local 
mosquito  population.  The  small 
white  spittle  bugs  bounce  up  and 
down  in  the  bright  light. 

Nightly,  a  raccoon  family 
wanders  slowly  along  the  hillside  to 
the  blackberries  on  the  West  Side  of 
the  building.  Who  knows  what 
other  creatures  live  on  Lombard 
Street? 

Occasionally,  large  flocks  of 
raucous  red  masked  conure  parrots 
are  spotted  wheeling  in  the  air  above 
our  apartment.  Some  of  them  are 
pets  that  have  escaped  or  were  re¬ 
leased  in  the  wild.  Others  are  prog¬ 
eny  of  original  escapees. 

Man-made 

The  orange  flickering  lights 
of  the  East  Bay  begin  to  come  out  at 
sunset.  Towards  evening  the  Bay 
Bridge  turns  into  a  festive  array  of 
lights  like  a  diamond  necklace. 

Off  in  the  distance  are  the 
towered  shrines  to  the  American 
religion  of  money.  Packed  within 
air-conditioned  walls  are  decorated 
costly  “site  perfect’’  furnishings. 
How  can  these  drones  know  what  it 


feels  like  to  be  on  the  outside  with 
other  goals  and  in  other  circum¬ 
stances? 

And  then  looking  down  at  the 
street  I  see  women  walking  deli¬ 
cately  displaying  their  thighs.  Then 
men,  with  newly  bought  double- 
breasted  suits  and  worried  expres¬ 
sions  bow  to  the  style  of  red  or 
yellow  ties.  Then  come  the  Latin 
Americans,  doing  the  hauling,  the 
sweeping,  the  window  washing, 
smiling  and  graciously  chatting  to¬ 
gether  as  they  work.  Their  obsequi- 


Historian’s  Report 

by  Cheryl  Bentley 

If  you  think  you  have  park¬ 
ing  problems,  residents  of  the  Hill 
in  1962  would  sympathize.  The 
April,  1962,  Bulletin  was  grappling 
with  their  version  of  lack  of  parking 
space.  The  Dwellers  were  support¬ 
ing  a  THD  decal  to  identify  resident 
cars  and  to  survey  the  number  of 
THD  parkers. 

The  Hill’s  walking  ency¬ 
clopedia  of  Hill  lore,  June  Osterberg, 
still  sports  a  decal  on  her  elderly  but 
feisty  little  sports  car. 

The  Dwellers  were  still 
fighting  for  the  40-ft.  height  limit, 
but  the  Planning  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  had  put  the 
issue  on  hold  once  again. 

The  Chronicle’s  Harold 
Gilliam  defended  Telegraph  Hill 
against  developers.  “To  walk  along 
the  narrow  steps  and  paths  on  cer- 


ousness  is  disturbing.  We  recall 
being  of  a  lineage  of  immigrants 
that  also  had  to  take  the  menial  jobs 
that  did  not  require  English  and 
knowledge  of  American  way  of  life 
at  the  beginning. 

Yes,  here  I  am  on  the  ninth 
floor,  cutoff  by  my  cement  palace, 
security  guards,  and  chain  link  fence 
from  touching  the  wild  side  of 
Lombard  Street.  Lying  in  my  bed 
with  the  air  perfumed  by  all  the 
plants,  I  am  searching  for  more  life 
on  the  wild  side  of  Lombard  Street. 


tain  parts  of  Telegraph  &  Russian 
Hills,  between  homes  and  cottages 
and  through  rambling  gardens,  look¬ 
ing  out  through  the  trees  at  panora¬ 
mas  of  the  city,  the  Bay  and  ships- 
this  is  a  unique  and  unforgettable 
San  Francisco  experience.” 

But  he  worried  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  this  fragile  beauty.  “The 
houses  and  skyscrapers  are  being 
replaced  by  skyscraping  apartments 
on  the  hilltop  and  the  view  will  be 
increasingly  blocked  by  a  wall  of 
tall  apartments  around  the  bottoms 
of  the  hills.  The  ultimate  result  will 
be  to  turn  San  Francisco  into  a  coun¬ 
terpart  of  Manhattan  Island,  its  hills 
disappearing  behind  walls  of  sky¬ 
scrapers.” 

Membership  dinner  of  an¬ 
tipasto,  ravioli,  roast  chicken,  veg¬ 
etables,  and  dessert  was  $2.75,  tax 
and  tip  included. 


STEPHEN  Y.  HORD 
Dealer 

50  Alta  Street, 

San  Francisco,  94 1 33 
415-781  1117 
800-443  0889 


HEARTLAND 

FUNDS 


Heartland  Value  Fund 

P/E  =  9X  Earninas  * 
Yield  =  4.05% 

Gain  for  all  of  1991  +38.7% 
Gain  1/1/92  to  10/23  +17.19% 
"Upper  Analytical  Services 


na 


£ Thill 


ITALIAN  WOOD-FIRED 
SPIT-ROASTED  CHICKENS 
DINING  -  TAKE  OUT  -  HOME  DELIVERY 


659  Union  Street,  S.F.  434-4472 
590  E.BIithedale,  Mill  Valley  (415)  383-6040 


REAL • ESTATE 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(415)  398  4094 


215  Chestnut  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)362-1100  Fax  (415)  362-8500 


John  J.  Sims  415-781-8120 


SIMS 

CONSTRUCTION 


Specializing  in  Structural  and  Seismic  Work 
Foundations ,  Framing  and  Garage  Installations 

90  Alfa  #3  •  S.F.  CA  94133  •  Lie.  No.  388301 


ONE  1  CENT  MARGARITA 

cpaMito's 


ii 
In 
|E 

Authentic  Mexican  Cuisine  •  Cocktails 
I o  Catering  •  Banquets  •  Dancing 

^  ®  Coupon  Not  Good 
|  D  With  Any  Other  Offer 
h  or  Special 

■  GREAT  MARGARITAS 


PARKING 


373  Broadway 
(near  Montgomery  St.) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)  391-7524 


MICHAEL  A.GARAVAGLIA  A.I.A. 


725  FILBERT  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  C  A  L  I  FO  R  N  I A  94  1  3  3 

415.391  9633 


ARCHITECTURE 
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Church  Petition 

by  Patricia  Cady 

Members  who  attended  the 
THD  dinner  at  Moose’s  Restaurant 
on  November  16  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  sign  a  petition  to  acquire 
landmark  status  for  Our  Lady  of 
Guadalupe  Church,  the  distinctive 
twin-towered  Spanish  colonial 
church  which  dominates  the  900 
block  of  Broadway. 

Established  in  1875  by  a 
then-thriving  Hispanic  community 
and  re-built  after  the  1906  earth¬ 
quake,  the  church  operated  continu¬ 
ously  until  it  was  closed  July  1  by 
the  archdiocese  due  to  the  decline  in 
numbers  of  parishioners. 

Concern  for  the  future  of 
the  church  which  sits  on  valuable 
real  estate  prompted  former  parish¬ 
ioners  to  submit  an  application  to 
the  Landmark  Preservation  Advi¬ 
sory  Board.  The  Board  will  hear  the 
case  on  December  16. 

Signatures  on  a  petition 
will  demonstrate  neighborhood  in¬ 
terest  in  acquiring  protection  for  the 
building.  The  petition  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  signature  during  THD’s 
Christmas  Party  on  December  13. 
Or  you  can  sign,  or  circulate  it,  by 
contacting  Patricia  Cady  at  397- 
2175. 


SUPPORT  YOUR 
LOCAL  MERCHANTS 
THEY  ARE  THERE 
WHEN  YOU 
NEED  THEM 


Cats 

by  D.E.  Tucker 

The  calm  of  the  cat’s  paradise  of 
eastern  Telegraph  Hill  has  been 
shattered  for  some  residents,  as  at 
least  six  cats  have  disappeared  from 
that  neighborhood  since  mid-July. 

GiGi,  a  brown  tabby  female 
Manx,  vanished  from  the  lower  Alta/ 
Montgomery  area  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  July  19.  Her  brother  Albert, 
also  a  tabby  Manx,  disappeared 
from  that  same  area  August  14, 
sometime  after  11  p.m.  Between 
September  20  and  27,  three  cats 
vanished  from  the  Napier  Lane/Fil- 
bert  Steps  area.  ChiCha,  another 
female  Manx,  Jasper,  a  black  male, 
and  Abby,  a  brown  Abyssinian. 
Marcus,  a  black-and-white  male 
with  one  eye,  was  last  seen  October 
9  in  the  same  area  from  which  GiGi 
and  Albert  disappeared. 

The  bodies  of  two  cats  were  dis¬ 
covered  on  separate  days  around 
September  24,  laid  on  the  doorstep 
of  an  uninhabited  house  on  upper 
Alta.  The  cats  were  unidentifiable 
when  found.  San  Francisco 
County’s  Animal  Care  and  Control, 
which  retrieved  the  bodies  in  late 
October,  was  unable  to  perform  a 
necropsy  to  determine  the  cause  of 
death. 

A  neighbor  whose  apartment 
overlooks  the  area  where  the  bodies 
were  found  has  reported  hearing 
animal  screams  in  early  morning 
hours.  On  dates  in  July  and  August 
roughly  equivalent  to  the  disappear¬ 
ances  of  GiGi  and  Albert,  she  heard 
a  terrified  animal  being  chased,  and 
then  a  last  wail,  as  if  the  animal 
realized  it  had  been  cornered,  be¬ 
fore  there  were  no  more  sounds. 


There  have  been  reports  of  rac¬ 
coons  in  the  affected  areas  of  the 
Hill  and,  on  at  least  one  occasion,  a 
fox  was  seen  chasing  a  cat.  How¬ 
ever,  pet  owners  discount  these  ani¬ 
mals  as  the  cause  of  all  the  disap¬ 
pearances,  since  the  cats  who  van¬ 
ished  had  previously  coexisted  with 
the  raccoons  and  foxes.  Another 
neighbor  has  reported  recently  hear¬ 
ing  the  sound  of  small  arms  fire 
from  the  Filbert  Steps. 

The  owner  of  ChiCha  and  Abby 
has  moved  to  Marin  County,  and 
GiGi  and  Albert’ s  owner  has  vowed 
that  she  will  never  allow  another  pet 
outdoors.  Marcus’ owner  moved  to 
the  City  only  two  weeks  before  he 
disappeared.  She  refuses  to  move 
her  other  cat  to  the  Hill  from  South¬ 
ern  California. 

These  residents,  and  others  sym¬ 
pathetic  to  their  losses,  seek  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  disappearances 
ofthesepets.  Officer  Michael  Knapp 
of  Animal  Care  and  Control  is  an¬ 
choring  the  City’s  investigation.  He 
can  be  reached  at  554-6364. 
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Planning  &  Zoning  Report  by  Jim  Valenti 


October  22,  1992 


S.  F.  Planning  Commission 
450  McAllister  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


Honorable  Commission  members: 

The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  board  of  Directors 
would  like  to  respond  to  the  Planning  Commission 
request  for  public  comments. 

First,  we  congratulate  each  of  you  on  your  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  Commission  and  the  important  role 
entrusted  to  you  in  shaping  the  future  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  We  also  take  this  opportunity  to  present  our 
neighborhood  and  the  most  pressing  concerns,  as  we 
view  them,  for  future  development  on  and  around 
Telegraph  Hill. 

Through  informal  polls  of  our  general  member¬ 
ship,  discussions  at  Board  meetings,  and  opinions 
expressed  by  our  most  active 

Planning  and  Zoning  Committee  members  (past 
and  present),  we  have  assembled  a  list  of  the  signifi¬ 
cant  planning  issues  that  affect  our  neighborhood. 
We  hope  our  opinions  will  be  helpful  in  evaluating 
new  Projects  Proposed  for  our  comer  of  the  city. 

Telegraph  Hill  is  one  of  the  oldest  neighborhoods 
in  San  Francisco-  The  streets,  alleys  and  stairs  used 
to  access  steep  hillside  lots  are  unique  in  many 
ways.  The  existing  buildings,  streets  and  lots  pre¬ 
date  today’s  codes  and  zoning  ordinances;  they 
reflect  building  technology  and  land  use  economics 
from  a  past  era.  These  existing  conditions  have 
established  a  scale  and  urban  fabric  which  is  often 
difficult  for  new  projects  to  match. 

The  issues  most  cited  by  our  members  —  preser¬ 
vation  of  neighborhood  character  and  development 
density  —  are  city-wide  problems  amplified  by 
Telegraph  Hill’s  history  and  settlement  patterns. 
Economic  pressure  to  maximize  a  lot’s  potential 
often  contradicts  the  small  scale  of  older  buildings 


The  THD  Board  of  Directors  voted  at  their 
October  meeting  to  send  the  following  letter  to  the 
San  Francisco  Planning  Commission: 


and  ignores  the  checkered  pattern  of  intimate  gar¬ 
dens  and  open  space  areas  that  dot  our  hillsides.  The 
dichotomy  between  the  new  and  the  old  is  often 
exacerbated  by  forms,  materials  and  architectural 
elements  that  do  not  relate  to  the  existing  buildings. 

Automobile  parking,  both  on  and  off  city  streets, 
is  also  a  larger  issue  with  special  significance  on 
Telegraph  Hill.  Many  of  our  buildings  were  erected 
before  automobiles  were  owned  by  the  general 
population.  This  unfortunate  fact  is  compounded  by 
the  number  of  restaurants,  cafes,  and  clubs  found  in 
North  Beach.  Parking  is  an  acute  problem  for  every¬ 
one  around  Telegraph  Hill,  and  all  new  project 
proposals  should  address  this  problem. 

Related  to  issues  of  scale  and  context  is  the 
element  of  topography  —  i.e.,  the  steep  slopes  on  all 
sides  of  our  hill.  Even  projects  that  comply  with 
zoning  rules  create  buildings  out  of  scale  with  their 
neighbors,  especially  on  up-sloping  lots.  These  new 
structures  dwarf  the  older  houses,  cast  shadows  onto 
windows  and  gardens,  and  block  existing  view  cor¬ 
ridors.  Often,  the  construction  of  an  insensitive 
project  is  followed  by  similar  proposals  that  attempt 
to  recapture  lost  views  and  sunlight.  This  escalation 
of  scale  is  evident  throughout  our  neighborhood. 

We  understand  the  difficulty  of  balancing  the 
rights  of  individual  owners  against  the  overall  qual¬ 
ity  of  urban  design.  However,  we  urge  you  to  view 
our  neighborhood  through  time  and  witness  the 
cumulative  effects  of  a  multitude  of  small  changes. 
The  historic  urban  character  of  San  Francisco  is  a 
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fragile  and  precious  resource  that  must  be  pre¬ 
served,  a  responsibility  that  has  been  entrusted  to 
you. 

We  feel  the  process  of  discretionary  review  helps 
to  conserve  that  character.  Now,  an  owner  and  his 
architect  must  consider  the  neighbors  in  new  pro¬ 
posals  because  they  can  impact  the  project  through 
the  process  of  Discretionary  Review.  It  is  the  only 
protection  the  community  has  to  ensure  that  new 
projects,  especially  those  that  conform  to  current 
zoning  requirements,  work  toward  an  environment 
pleasing  to  all.  We  strongly  urge  the  Commission 
to  retain  Discretionary  Review  in  its  present  form, 
and  encourage  the  concept  of  “good  neighbor” 
design  which  it  promotes. 

The  design  issues  discussed  here  are  important  to 
every  neighborhood  group  and  every  concerned 
San  Franciscan.  The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
consider  the  Planning  Commission  an  ally  in  pre¬ 
serving  the  special  qualities  of  our  wonderful  city, 
we  hope  the  conservation  of  neighborhood  scale 
and  density,  and  sensitivity  to  our  steep  slopes, 
existing  buildings  and  gardens  is  as  important  to 
you  as  Commissioners  as  it  is  to  us.  We  hope  you 
encourage  creative  solutions  for  more  automobile 
parking,  protection  of  the  existing  housing  units 
and  a  policy  that  balances  neighborhood  needs 
against  individual  excesses.  We  hope  you  can  see 
the  impact  of  incremental  change,  and  share  our 
vision  of  Telegraph  Hill. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  D.  Valenti,  Chair 

Planning  and  Zoning  Committee 

cc:  Mayor  Frank  Jordan;  Lucian  Blazej,  Direc¬ 
tor,  City  Planning  Department;  Robert  Passmore, 
Zoning  Administrator;  Neil  Eisenberg,  President, 
Board  of  Permit  Appeals;  San  Francisco  League  of 
Neighborhoods;  North  Beach  Neighbors;  Russian 
Hill  Neighbors. 


You’re  the  Watchdogs! 


There  have  been  several  residential  additions  brought 
to  our  attention  over  the  past  few  weeks.  Most  of  these 
are  projects  which  concern  immediate  neighbors.  What 
is  surprising  is  the  fact  that  many  are  under  construc¬ 
tion,  which  makes  this  a  costly  and  inefficient  time  to 
resolve  differences. 

Our  members  are  the  eyes  and  ears  of  our  organiza¬ 
tion.  Often  only  immediate  neighbors  are  informed  of 
new  projects.  It  is  important  you  let  the  organization 
know  if  you  have  concerns  regarding  proposed  con¬ 
struction  in  your  area.  If  you  receive  a  notice,  don’t 
assume  that  the  THD  will  know  about  the  plans.  Call 
any  planning  and  zoning  committee  member  (Herb 
Kosovitz,  Rod  Freebaim-Smith,  Kitty  Donnelly,  Jor¬ 
dan  Rosenberg,  myself,  or  our  president,  June  Fraps)  or 
any  member  of  the  board  of  directors.  You  must  let 
others  know  so  we  can  work  together  to  make  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  a  better  place. 


Garfield  School  News 

by  Tricia  Brown 

Yes,  we  are  collecting  Safeway  receipts  again 
to  get  credit  for  school  computers.  Many  thanks  to 
those  of  you  who  called  to  inquire  about  where  to 
deliver  receipts.  Y ou  may  take  them  to  Garfield  at  420 
Filbert,  bring  them  to  any  THD  meeting  or  send  them 
to  THD  P.O.  Box  330159  San  Francisco,  Ca  94133. 

Kudos  to  John  Coyle  and  Wayne  LeNoue  for 
their  much  appreciated  consistent  donations.  A  spe¬ 
cial  thank  you  to  Joy  Hahn  who  donated  two  books  on 
U.S.  Presidents  for  our  library. 

Another  major  contributor  is  Clyde  Steiner  who 
donated  eight  computer  books  -  thank  you!!! 

Please  feel  free  to  call  Dr.  May  Huie,  Princi¬ 
pal,  29 1 7924  if  you  have  any  special  projects  or  would 
like  to  be  a  volunteer. 

Your  enthusiasm  is  welcome! 
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Committee  Chairs  Invite  You  to  Join  a  Committee  of  Your  Choice 


Crime  Prevention:  Pat  Lorentzen  781-0456 
Organizes  S.A.F.E.  neighborhood  watch  groups  and 
works  with  Police  Department  on  local  crime  prob¬ 
lems.  Participates  in  Police  Community  Relations 
Committee. 

Garfield  School  Liaison:  Tricia  Brown  433-1827 
Coordinates  volunteers  to  help  in  die  classroom  and 
with  school  projects. 

Hill’s  Angels:  Mia  Morrill  982-4850 
A  new  group,  getting  families  together  for  fun  and  to 
work  on  projects  that  make  the  Hill  a  better  place  to 
live. 

Landmarks  and  History:  Judy  Fink  986-3945, 

Martha  Schmidt  989-2681 
Currently  developing  a  walking  tour,  highlighting  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill’s  colorful  history  and  historic  buildings. 

Library:  Maria  Pimentell  392-0441 

Works  with  North  Beach  Library  and  helps  with  the 

library’s  problems  and  activities. 

Membership:  Betty  Kemper  296-8190 
Recruits  new  members,  coordinates  committee 
volunteers,handles  mailings,  updates  mailing  lists. 

Neighborhood  Improvement:  Jim  Miller  956-7848 
Deals  with  the  problems  of  graffiti,  trash,  illegal  dump¬ 
ing,  working  with  the  city  and  other  agencies. 

Neighborhood  Liaison:  Sue  Cauthen  391-0737 
Works  with  other  neighborhood  organizations,  prima¬ 
rily  the  Coalition  for  S.F.  Neighborhoods,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  of  51  neighborhood  groups. 

Parking  and  Transportation:  Nancy  Katz  986-1890, 

Gerald  Hurtado  788-7723 
Deals  with  the  neighborhood’s  chronic  traffic  and 
parking  problems,  working  with  the  Parking  Depart¬ 
ment.  Monitors  local  MUNI  service  and  schedules. 


Parks  and  Trees:  Michael  Marsh  982-7359 
Currently  involved  in  “Greening  of  the  Hill”—  an 
effort  to  enlist  the  neighborhood  in  tree-planting 
projects,  working  with  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 

Planning  and  Zoning:  Jim  Valenti  398-0076 
Assists  neighbors  in  planning  and  zoning  problems 
and  presents  THD  positions  before  planning  bodies. 
Works  with  developers  and  the  city  to  protect  neigh¬ 
borhood  integrity  and  character. 

Presidio/GGNRA:  Jordan  Rosenberg  788-5338 
Monitors  and  participates  in  planning  for  the  future  of 
the  Presidio  as  a  national  park. 

Semaphore  Staff:  Editor:  Clyde  Steiner  398-8093. 

Advertising  Manager:  Steve  Hord  781-1117 
Willing  writers,  editors,  researchers  and  advertising 
sales  people  who  keep  our  quarterly  newsletter  lively. 

Social:  Jarilyn  Cerruti  421-3820 

Plans  and  hosts  THD  social  events—  membership 

meetings,  parties,  the  picnic,  the  Christmas  party. 

Waterfront/Embarcadero:  Bob  Tibbits  986-7227 
Rod  Freebaim-Smith  398-4094 
Follows  plans  for  the  Waterfront  and  the  Embarcadero, 
with  a  close  eye  on  new  developments  resulting  from 
the  demolition  of  the  Embarcadero  Freeway. 

Watchdog:  Betty  Kemper  296-8190 
Volunteers  attend  public  meetings  of  city  commis¬ 
sions  and  other  groups  to  gather  information  or  to 
present  a  THD  position. 

Computers:  Betty  Kemper  296-8190 
Volunteers  contribute  computer  time  or  expertise 
occasionally  to  help  with  projects. 
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Attitude  Adjustment 

by  Helen  von  Ammon 


when  most  of  us  could 
hardly  distinguish  a  to¬ 
mato  from  a  red  po¬ 
tato,  Italo  picks  the 


Too  parsimonious  to  \ 
gamble  during  a  Reno  \ 
visit,  I  put  my 
money  on  r 

Tony  Lama  _ 

cowboy  boots. 

Purple  leather  with  white  piping,  I 
liked  them  a  lot.  Yesterday  I  gave 
them  away.  This  generosity  was 
hardly  worth  a  press  conference,  but  it 
did  make  me  sad.  The  boots  repre¬ 
sented  an  era  in  my  life— gone  forever. 
The  cheerless  chill  of  time’s  passing. 

Hoping  that  morning  walkies  would 
dispel  a  full  blown  mope,  I  set  off  in 
North  Beach.  Within  an  area  hardly 
as  big  as  a  football  field,  my  rounds 
included  the  Printing  Place  on  Green 
where  Larry  does  a  great  job  on  our 
beloved  SEMAPHORE.  His  copy 
machines,  always  in  working  order, 
make  it  easy  to  forget  the  days  of 
messy  carbon  paper  and  stencils. 
Although  busy,  he  smiles  a  welcome 
to  all  customers  whether  they’re  there 
for  a  couple  of  copies  or  a  king  size 
printing  job.  Nearby  at  Danilo  Bak¬ 
ery,  there  was  Wednesday  combread. 
The  aroma  of  my  warm,  crusty  loaf 
hastened  me  to  my  next  errand— 
Rossi’s  Super  Market,  “Serving  fine 
foods  to  North  Beach  since  1908.  ” 

Emile  and  Sami  Khouty  have 
owned  Rossi’s  since  1987.  Italo 
Lucchesi  has  been  Rossi’s  produce 
buyer  for  16  years.  Despite  his  69 
years,  Italo  maintains  a  remarkable 
schedule.  Daily  from  1  to  4:30  a.m.. 


_ _ /  best  in  the  pro- 

duce  market  for  Rossi’s. 

He  loads  his  truck  with  50  to  60  cases, 
many  of  them  40  pounds  each,  then 
unloads  his  purchases  at  the  store 
before  7:30.  Italo  grinned  at  my  sur¬ 
prise  to  learn  there  are  so  many  vari¬ 
eties  and  sources  of  fruit.  While  he 
opened  boxes  of  apples  from  Wash¬ 
ington,  Oregon,  Idaho  and  California, 
amazingly  different  in  color,  flavor 
and  texture,  he  spoke  of  more  than  35 
years  in  the  produce  business. 

Selecting  a  wine-red  Delicious 
apple,  he  rubbed  it  on  his  blue  apron  to 
a  mirrored  shine,  said  it  was  “extra 
fancy”  quality.  Many  stores  buy 
“fancy”  quality  which  is  a  lighter 
color  with  some  green  hues,  maybe 
imperfectly  shaped.  In  December, 
New  Zealand  sends  special  kinds  of 
apples,  strawberries,  apricots  and 
peaches.  Chile  provides  grapes, 
peaches,  plums  and  nectarines.  For¬ 
merly  from  Hawaii,  bananas  now 
come  from  Ecuador.  Mexican  pro¬ 
duce  enters  theU.S.  from  Arizona  and 
California,  is  inspected  and  fumigated. 
Under-appreciated  in  the  U.S.,  Rossi’s 
pomegranates  and  persimmons  are  the 
size  of  cantaloupes.  Large  Italian 
chestnuts  are  tempting  at  a  pricey 
$4.99  a  pound. 

Italo  culled  tired  fruit  from  his  dis¬ 
play,  stating  that  there  is  about  10% 


waste  in  the  store’s  produce.  Markup 
(not  part  of  his  job)  is  about  35%  and 
prices  vary  according  to  availability. 

Slowly,  I  schlepped  my  purchases 
up  the  hill— twice  as  heavy  at  mid-hill. 

I  thought  of  the  dependable  services 
so  many  people  provide  within  my 
daily  playing  field.  Dianda’s  snowy 
cappuccino;  Mo’s  7  ounce  Best 
Burgers;  Alma’s  Alterations  onUnion. 
Her  seamstresses  expertly  hem  new 
garments;  for  favorite  older  clothes 
they  take  my  seams  in... but  more  of¬ 
ten  let  them  out.  Late  in  the  day, 
rather  than  fool  with  those  hateful, 
coin  gobbling  racks,  Bobby,  in  his 
Green/Columbus  comer  office  of  glass 
and  metal,  accepts  my  coins  and  hands 
me  a  Final  Edition  of  the  Daily  Bugle. 

My  attitude  adjustment  had  taken 
about  an  hour.  Formerly  taking  it  for 
granted  that  these  people  were  just 
doing  their  jobs,  I  was  suffused  with 
the  realization  that  my  neighborhood 
is  filled  with  efficient,  friendly  people 
who  provide  useful,  reasonably  priced 
services.  And  I’m  damned  lucky  to 
live  here. 

Well,  shoot!  Cowboy  boots  look 
funny  on  fat,  ol’  broads  anyway.  I 
hope  the  new  owner  of  the  purple 
Tony  Lamas  will  enjoy  them  in  good 
health. 
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--Second,  get  out  your  “walking 
shoes’’  and  plan  to  take  a  “Tower  to 
Town”  walk  sometime  in  the  early 
spring.  This  might  be  a  fund-raiser  for 
a  worthwhile  project  on  the  Hill. 

--Third,  bring  a  friend  or  neighbor 
to  our  new  member  party  in  March, 
and  extend  an  invitation  to  join  THD. 

—Finally ,  please  call  Jarilyn  Cerru  ti 
at  421-3820  if  you  have  any  ideas, 
suggestions,  or  comments  about  past 
and/or  future  social  events. 

30  large  pumpkins  were  caned  at  the  annual 
Greenwhich  /  Pimentell  Garden  Halloween 
benifit  party  this  year.( Photo  right) 


HISTORIC  TOUR  OF  TELEGRAPH  HILL 

City  Guide  (and  THD  member)  Margaret  Sheehan  explains  a  point  to  interested  walkers  on 
a  Telegraph  Hill  tour.  The  Hill  tour  was  offered  twice  in  October,  and  was  well  attended  both 
times.  Look  for  repeat  performances  in  the  spring.  (Photo  above) 


By  Jarilyn  Cerruti,  Social  Chair 

It’s  been  a  busy  fall  season  that 
began  with  Symphony  Night  at  Davies 
Hall  and  our  annual  picnic  at  Coit 
Tower.  It  is  reported  that  atop  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill,  members  were  seen  en¬ 
joying  the  beautiful  weather,  eating 
gourmet  foods,  building  tower  repli¬ 
cas,  and,  yes,  hula  hooping!  Then  on 
we  went  to  a  wonderful  evening  at 
North  Beach  Repertory’s  “Beat,”  a 
relaxing  Columbus  Day  on  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Square  lawn,  and  good  coffee 
and  conversation  at  Malvina’s. 

Our  November  general  member¬ 
ship  dinner  at  Moose’s  Cafe  sold  out 
early  to  a  large  crowd  of  members  old 
and  new.  Morton  Beebe’s  slides  and 
comments  gave  a  truly  North  Beach 
“flavor”  to  our  gathering,  and  ap¬ 
plause  for  some  particularly  breath¬ 
taking  scenes  familiar  to  us  all  filled 
the  restaurant. 

As  this  issue  of  The  Semaphore 
goes  to  press,  Pablito  was  planning  to 
open  his  restaurant  of  the  same  name 
on  Broadway  to  neighbors  for  a  musi¬ 
cal  Mexican  food  fiesta,  and  THD 
members  were  invited  to  bring  their 
friends. 

Coming  up  on  Sunday,  December 
13  from  2  to  5  p.m.  is  our  annual 
Christmas  Party  at  Julius’  Castle, 
hosted  by  Jeffrey  Pollack  and  his  staff. 
Come  join  the  festivities! 

You  may  want  to  include  several 
THD  events,  listed  on  our  winter  cal¬ 
endar,  when  you  make  your  resolu¬ 
tions  for  1993: 

-First,  plan  to  attend  our  next 
Membership  Dinner  at  Castagnola’s, 
with  speaker  Mayor  Frank  Jordan. 
(Date  not  yet  confirmed,  but  we  hope 
it  will  be  late  January  or  February.) 


Telegraph  Hill  Kids 

by  Mia  Morrill 

The  “receiving”  aspects  of 
the  holidays  don’t  seem  to  need  much 
reinforcement  in  the  children  I  know. 
So  in  addition  to  their  own  wish  lists, 
my  kids  and  I  make  notes  of  what  we 
might  do  for  others  as  the  holidays 
approach. 

One  local  opportunity  I  want 
to  remind  you  of  is  the  fire  fighter’s 
Toys  For  Tots  program.  Anytime  up 
to  Christmas  Eve,  you  can  bring  a  toy 
to  our  fire  station  and  they  will  see 


that  it  gets  to  a  child  that  might  other¬ 
wise  have  none.  The  toys  can  be  new 
or  used- in-good-condition,  and  should 
be  unwrapped. 

Spend  time  in  the  kitchen 
with  your  children.  Baking  bread  is  a 
marvelous  activity  for  any  age.  It’s  a 
science  experiment  as  well!  We  are 
busy  making  lemon  marmalade  to  en¬ 
joy  on  son  Eric’s  crumpets.  Our  Meyer 
Lemon  tree  is  laden  with  fruit.  June 
Fraps  has  given  me  a  great  recipe. 
Call  me  at  982-4850  if  you’d  like  a 
copy. 
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North  Beach  Library  News 

by  Gardner  Haskell,  North  Beach  Library 


A  little  library  Christmas  gift  wish  list. 

Dear  Santa: 

The  North  Beach  Library  ( comer  of  Mason  &  Columbus)  is 
sending  you  this  list  so  that  we  can  loan  more  books  and  cassettes 
to  people  in  the  neighborhood.  Evidently  you  had  a  difficult  time 
visiting  us  last  year— a  very  difficult  time.  We  are  open  Mon  &  Tues 
10-6,  Wed  1-9,  Thurs  and  Fri  1-6. 

1) Alot  of  people  have  been  asking  for  fiction  books-on-tape.  We 
could  use  some  used  or  new. 

2)  Used  paperback  books  are  very  popular:  mysteries,  general 
fiction,  adventure,  spy,  thrillers. 

3 )  Not  to  be  crude,  but  cash  works  too.  We  know  you’re  in  a  bind 
for  time  Santa,  so  if  it’s  easier  to  send  us  a  check,  we  ’ll  understand. 

After  Christmas  is  over,  you  might  want  to  relax  with  a few  books- 
remember  you  can  have  eight  out  at  one  time. 


Here  are  a  few  of  our  recent  (or 
soon-to-arrive)  titles: 

Income  tax  time  is  almost  here. 
Can  Santa  claim  a  portion  of  his 
house  is  used  for  business?  Are 
reindeer  deductible?  You  might 
find  answers  in  Guide  to  Income 
Tax  Preparation,  the  1993  Income 
Tax  Guide  and  Your  Income  Tax 
1993. 

Butnot  everyone  pays  taxes.  Here 
are  a  few  books  about  folks  who 
don’t: 

Fall  of  the  House  of  Windsor 
documents  the  British  Royal 
Family’s  downfall  since  1936  and 
includes  the  taped  phone  conversa¬ 
tion  between  Princess  Di  and  James 
Gilbey.  Fergie  Confidential:  The 
Real  Story  “Exposes”  her  love  af¬ 
fairs  and  the  royal  courtship.  In¬ 
cludes  the  anti-Fergie  campaign 
created  by  royal  insiders. 

Hungry  after  dishing  the  dirt? 
Some  great  local  dishes  can  be  found 
in: 

Back  to  Square  One:  Old  World 
Food  in  a  New  World  Kitchen  by 
Joyce  Goldstein.  Recipes  for  San 
Francisco’s  “Square  One,”  restau¬ 
rant.  China  Moon  Cookbook  by 
Barbara  Tropp.  Called  the  “Julia 
Child  of  Chinese  Cooking,”  by  the 
S.F.  Chronicle.  The  recipes  com¬ 
bine  homestyle  Chinese  tastes  with 
Western  ingredients.  Fog  City  Diner 
Cookbook  lists  150  recipes  from  a 
favorite  S.F.  eatery.  Nothing 
nouvelle  between  these  pages. 

Feeling  lucky?  Try  Winning  Lotto 
for  Everyday  Players.  But  if  you 
want  a  more  traditional  investment, 
How  to  Buy  a  House  in  California 


could  prove  useful.  Before  you 
close  the  deal,  The  Mortgage  Kit 
tells  how  to  select  the  right  loan  for 
the  best  terms. 

The  votes  are  in  and  it  is  the  year 
of  the  woman.  Gifted  Women  has 
black  &  white  photos  and  capsule 
bios  of  50  accomplished  Bay  Area 
women.  No,  Women  Who  Run  With 
the  Wolves  is  not  an  insiders  guide 
to  politics.  The  subtitle  is:  Myths 
and  Stories  of  the  Wild  Woman  Ar¬ 
chetype. 

Looking  for  a  biography  with  a 
poetic  slant?  Don’t  miss  Dharma 
Lion:  A  Critical  Biography  of  Allen 
Ginsberg,  which  includes  a  San 
Francisco  chapter. 

Yes,  we  have  fiction-best  selling 
and  once-was-best  selling.  From 
Crime  and  Punishhment  to  Et  Tu, 


Babe.  If  we  don’t  have  what  you 
want  in  stock  when  you  visit  us,  but 
if  s  in  the  library  system,  we  can  get 
it  for  you  from  another  branch  with 
a  50  cent  reserve  card. 

Kids  will  love  our  Tuesday  De¬ 
cember  19th  children’s  program. 
Professional  storyteller  Heather 
Pearl  Crommie  will  tell  tales  of 
“Elves,  Hobgoblins  and  Other 
Magical  Creatures,”  beginning  at 
2PM. 

So  drop  by  sometime,  Santa.  And 
if  you  have  I.D.  that  shows  who  you 
are  and  where  you  live  in  Califor¬ 
nia— we’ll  give  you  a  free  library 
card. 

Having  a  library  card  is  sort  of 
like  being  able  to  borrow  readable 
presents  all  year  long. 


Pimentell  Garden 

by  Bob  Markell 


SMOOTH  LIMA  BEANS  by  Rosell  Overmire 


Neighbors  of  the  Pimentell 
Garden  turned  out  November  7  for 
a  Saturday  work  party,  building 
cobblestone  walls  to  create  a  series 
of  small  terraces  to  stabilize  the 
steeply  sloped  garden  in  the  Green¬ 
wich  Street  cul  de  sac  above  Grant 
Avenue. 

Residents  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  were  assisted  by  PG&E  em¬ 
ployees,  who  learned  about  the  gar¬ 
den  during  the  Pipeline  Replace¬ 
ment  Program  and  had  already  do¬ 
nated  a  truckload  of  cobblestones 
and  the  labor  to  unload  them. 

Working  bucket-brigade 
style,  the  Saturday  work  party 
moved  the  cobblestones  down  the 
hill  along  a  chain  of  up  to  10  people, 
moving  the  stones  one  by  one  from 
hand  to  hand.  Observers  could  hear 
a  sequence  of  groans  marking  the 
movement  of  the  heaviest  stones. 

Once  enough 
stones  had  been 
moved,  the  chain 
broke  up  and  small 
groups  of  workers 
used  shovels,  pick 
axes,  trowels  and  a 
hoe  to  create  curved 
walls  of  stone  wher¬ 
ever  the  landscape 
suggested  they  be¬ 
longed. 

The  volunteers 
work  was  coordi¬ 
nated  by  Joe  But¬ 
ler,  Bob  Morrill  and 
Maud  Hallin.  Oth¬ 
ers  getting  their 
hands  dirty  and 

Continued  on  Page  24 


When  I  firstjoined  the  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers,  Flo  Allen  was  the 
there  to  greet  me.  Flo  generates  a 
warm  welcome  wherever  she  goes. 
Having  been  an  artists’  model  for 
years  in  the  neighborhood,  she  is 
well  loved  for  her  openness  and 


candid  opinions.  I  always  look  for¬ 
ward  to  meeting  her  as  I  walk 
through  the  neighborhood.  She 
gladly  contributed  to  the  Cookbook 
Committee  when  we  were  search¬ 
ing  for  recipes.  Here  is  one  of  her 
favorites. 


rmmmm  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — .  —  —  —  —  — —  —  —  —  — —  —  —  — 

J  FLO’S  LIMA  BEANS  AND  SOUR  CREAM 

1  package  of  dry  lima  beans  (1  lb.)  1  cube  butter  or  margarine 
3  teaspoons  salt  3/4  cup  dark  brown  sugar 

1  tablespoon  dry  mustard  1  cup  sour  cream 

1  tablespoon  dark  molasses 

■  1 .  Soak  beans  overnight  in  water. 

.  2.  Drain  beans  and  cover  with  fresh  cold  water  in  a  pan. 

Put  in  1  teaspoon  salt. 

3.  Bring  beans  to  a  boil. 

|  4.  Cook  on  low  heat  for  30  -  40  minutes. 

|  5.  Drain  beans  and  rinse  with  hot  water. 

■  6.  Fold  gently  into  beans  2  teaspoons  salt,  mustard,  molasses, 

butter  and  sugar. 

7.  Bake  mixture  in  oven  1  hour,  medium  heat. 

|  8.  Fold  in  sour  cream  10  to  15  minutes  before  serving. 

THD  RECIPE  CARD 
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Beeper  (415)  679-1794 

const*  (415)665-5403 

mm* 

o  o 
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Alfredo  K.  Thlbeaux 

Calif.  State  Uc.  #603580 

2324  Seventeenth  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 16 

Experienced  in  construction,  rebuilding  &  remodeling 
Telegraph  Hill  properties. 

HANDYMAN  -  repairs,  painting,  building  shelves,  decks, 
fences.  References,  reasonable  rates.  Harry  Irving 
781-1483 


THE  FAMOUS 

CONDOR 

INVITES  YOU  FOR 
foCKTAILS  &  JrPETIZERS 


(Corner  of 
^roadway  & 
^jolumhus 

781-8222 

Also  Serving 
Lunch 


Featuring 

^J?rish  £offee 


» 

liIIle 

SED 


RESTAURANT  ft  ANTIPASTI  BA8 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a  m 


corner  of  Union  a  Powell 


•  HOME  DELIVERY 

•  PET  SITTING  (BONDED) 
•PET TAXI  SERVICE 


SUPPLY 


885-2210- 


Issue  Number  122  Dec.  1992  -Page  No  24 


THD  Resigns  from  Coalition  for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods , 
Joins  New  League 


The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Coalition  of 
San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for 
some  time,  and  as  you  may  know, 
the  Coalition  has  had  some  prob¬ 
lems  with  internal  strife  in  the  past 
few  years. 

In  October,  the  situation  came  to 
a  head  when,  unknown  to  us  and 
apparently  most  of  the  members, 
the  intention  to  institute  a  lawsuit 
against  the  City  was  filed  on  behalf 
of  the  Coalition,  protesting  the 


Pimentell  Garden ... 

backs  sore  were  Maria  Pimentell, 
Eric  Morrill,  Neil  McAliley,  Den¬ 
nis  Aicardi  and  sons.  Bill  Buell, 
Lauren  Blatt  and  George  Markell 
from  the  neighborhood,  and  PG&E 
workers  Bob  Fassett,  Ryan 
Goldman,  Donnie  Yue  and  Eddie 
Chin,  who  remembers  many  of  the 
neighbors  from  growing  up  in  the 
neighborhood  and  later  reading  our 
meters. 

The  terracing  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  stages,  so  that  new 
plantings  can  get  established  in  one 
area  before  another  gets  denuded 
by  shovels.  The  garden  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  for  a  drip  irrigation 
system  from  San  Francisco  Beauti¬ 
ful,  and  the  terracing  will  minimize 
both  water  run  off  and  soil  slip¬ 
page. 

The  work  party  was  con¬ 
ducted  in  true  Telegraph  Hill  style, 
with  Graffeo  coffee,  croissants  and 
coffee  cake  (provided  by  Mia 
Morrill)  for  volunteers  first  thing  in 
the  morning.  After  a  half  day  of 


City’s  intention  to  indemnify  the 
potential  new  owners  of  the  Giants 
against  lawsuits. 

At  that  point,  THD  disavowed 
any  connection  with  the  legal  action 
against  the  City  in  a  letter  to  the  City 
Attorney. 

When  the  legal  action  was  ap¬ 
proved  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Coalition,  with  only  10  of  the  46 
Coalition  members  voting  in  favor 


labor,  the  wine  bottles  were  opened 
and  the  barbecue  was  fired  up. 

Authoritative  looking  (but 
totally  unofficial)  orange  pylons 
closed  the  cul  de  sac  to  traffic,  and 
we  barbecued,  sipped  beverages  and 
socialized  right  in  the  street,  draw¬ 
ing  envious  glances  and  comments 
from  tourists  passing  by  on  the  way 
to  or  from  Coit  Tower. 

Maud  Hallin  had  marinated 
dozens  of  chicken  thighs  in  her  deli¬ 
cious  Chinese-Swedish  barbecue 
sauce,  and  the  chicken  was  served 
with  French  lentil  salad  and  aub¬ 
ergine  with  capers  and  celery,  both 
also  made  by  Hallin.  Workers  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  chicken  to  cook  munched 
focaccia  and  tortilla  chips  with  Bob 
Morrill’s  homemade  pumpkin  seed 
dip,  made  with  seeds  from  the  pump¬ 
kins  carved  at  the  annual  pre-Hal¬ 
loween  neighborhood  party  a  week 
earlier  in  Hailin’ s  yard.  (Thejack-o- 
lantems  were  put  on  display  in  the 
Pimentell  Garden  and  lit  on  Hallow¬ 
een  night  and  the  next  night.) 


of  the  suit,  THD  responded  by  with¬ 
drawing  from  the  Coalition. 

At  the  same  time,  the  THD  Board 
of  Directors  voted  to  join  the  newly 
formed  San  Francisco  League  of 
Neighborhoods,  with  the  hope  that 
the  new  organization  presents  an 
opportunity  to  join  other  neighbor¬ 
hoods  in  common  concerns,  pre¬ 
senting  a  united  front  at  City  Hall. 

Our  representatives  to  the  new 
group  are  Pat  Lorentzen  and  Sue 
Cauthen. 

Opinion  Poll  on 
North  Beach 
Festival 

At  the  THD  August  dinner  at 
Enrico’s,  members  were  asked  their 
opinions  of  the  new  format  for  the 
North  Beach  Fair.  Here  are  the  re¬ 
sults  of  that  survey,  with  54  people 
responding  to  the  questionnaire: 

Yes  No  No  Opinion 

Liked  Food/Wine  Booths 
50%  35%  25% 

Missed  Crafts 
70%  22%  7% 

Liked  Music 
46%  39%  15% 

Music  Too  Loud 
54%  26%  20% 

Longer  Hours 
39%  37%  24% 

Representing  the  THD  on  the 
merchants  planning  committee  for 
next  year's  event  are  Betty  Kemper 
and  Jarilyn  Cerruti. 
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Port  Pourri  by  Bob  Tibbits 


In  a  little  noticed  companion  bill 
to  the  state’s  budget  legislation  last 
August,  City  Hall  was  given  the 
option  to  transfer  $4.3  million  from 
the  Port  of  San  Francisco’s  capital 
reserve  funds  to  the  City’s  general 
fund  this  fiscal  year  and  another  $4 
million  next  year.  If  the  Mayor  and 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  exercised 
that  option,  it  could  have  crippled 
the  port’s  ability  to  generate  jobs 
and  tax  revenues  for  the  city. 


PORT  EMPLOYEES  GIVE 
UP  ONE  DAY’S  PAY  EACH 
MONTH  JAN  TO  JUNE  1993 


Under  provisions  of  the  1968 
Burton  Act  and  the  Transfer  Agree¬ 
ment,  which  ceded  Port  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  properties  from  the  State  Har¬ 
bor  Commission  to  the  City  in  1969, 
all  revenues  from  operations  of  the 
port  must  be  maintained  in  a  sepa¬ 
rate  account.  These  segregated  funds 
can  be  used  only  for  operations, 
debt  service,  maintenance  and  capi¬ 
tal  betterments,  such  as  the  Port’s 
$35  million  marine  terminal  im¬ 
provements  program.  So  any  pick¬ 
ing  the  Port’s  pockets  would  appear 
to  disregard  the  public  trust  doc¬ 
trine  embodied  in  this  legislation.  It 
also  would  have  impaired  the  in¬ 
vestment  grade  rating  of  the  Port’s 
revenue  bonds. 


Fearing  the  worst.  Port  Director 
Michael  Huerta  proposed  a  $1  mil¬ 
lion  Port  budget  cut  that  was  ac¬ 
cepted  as  an  alternative  to  the  pick¬ 
pocket  option.  This  will  be  achieved 
by  each  staff  person  taking  an  un¬ 
paid  day  off  once  a  month  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1993,  more  than 
a  week’s  cut  in  pay.  If  the  Port’s 
capital  reserves  were  to  be  used  to 
help  solve  San  Francisco’s  budget 
revenue  shortfall,  the  supervisors 
would  have  been  simply  robbing 
Peter  to  pay  Paul. 

****** 

After  the  City  Attorney’s  office 
made  a  comical  stab  at  trying  to 
eviscerate  San  Francisco  Bay  Con¬ 
servation  and  Development 
Commission’s  jurisdiction  over  pile- 
supported  structures,  the  Port  re¬ 
lented  to  the  State  Attorney 
General’ s  reaffirmation  of  BCDC’ s 
authority.  The  case  arose  out  of  the 
Port’s  attempting  to  repair  the 
Franciscan  parking  lot  on  Pier  43- 1/ 
2  under  a  1977  maintenance  permit. 
Technically,  this  $750,000  project 
was  construed  as  filing  the  Bay  (re¬ 
placing  rotted  pilings)  to  support  a 
non-water-oriented  use  and  to  ex¬ 
tend  that  use  for  a  considerable  time . 

The  City  Attorney  representing 
the  Port  maintained  in  a  21 -page 


brief  that  the  parking  lot  use  was 
grandfathered  under  the  McAteer- 
Petris  Act  (which  created  B.C.D.C) 
and  therefore  outside  the 
commission’s  purview.  It  boasted 
that  the  replacement  of  125  rotted 
pilings  would  enhance  public  ac¬ 
cess  (presumably  only  those  citi¬ 
zens  driving  cars)  and  was  neces¬ 
sary  for  public  safety.  About  the 
only  plausible  justification  appeared 
to  be  $300,000  or  so  annual  rent.  A 
separate  application  for  a  presum¬ 
ably  scaled-down  project  will  be 
submitted  soon,  according  to  a  Port 
spokesman.  Keep  an  eye  peeled! 

****** 

In  October  the  Port  Commission 
asked  Executive  Director  Michael 
Huerta  to  draft  a  ‘  ‘drop  dead’  ’  date 
amendment  to  the  long  outstanding 
open-ended  Development  Agree¬ 
ment  that  has  been  proffered  to 
Scandanavian  Center,  Inc.  for  a 

Continued  on  page  34 
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© Rod  Freebaim-Smith 


Last  month  Boris  Dramov,  the 
urban  design  consultant  to  the  Citi¬ 
zens  Advisory  Committee  for  the 
Embarcadero  Plaza,  won  tentative 
approval  for  certain  proposed  land 
uses  at  the  foot  of  Market  Street.  On 
die  Bay  side  of  the  project,  there 
was  near  unanimous  approval  of 
50-foot  sidewalks  in  front  of  the 
Ferry  Building  and  25-30  foot  widths 
along  the  Embarcadero  between 
Broadway  and  Folsom  street.  Gen¬ 
erally  everyone  agreed  with  his  idea 
of  pedestrian  crossways  every  350 
feet,  (650  feet  between  Mission  and 
Folsom  Streets).  Norm  Rolfe  of  San 
Francisco  Tomorrow  sternly  admon¬ 
ished  against  ‘  ‘anti-pedestrian’  ’  (au¬ 
tomobile-friendly)  traffic  signals. 

There  was  mixed,  but  majority 
approval  of  extending  die  Califor¬ 


nia  Street  cable  car  line  to  the  center 
of  the  proposed  plaza  and  running 
the  extension  of  the  F-line  historic 
streetcars  along  Steuart  and  Mis¬ 
sion  Streets  around  the  plaza  to  the 
Embarcadero.  Lamentably,  there 
will  still  be  no  way  to  ride  the  full 
length  of  the  Embarcadero  without 
transferring  from  the  new  Muni- 
Metro  line  to  the  F-Line  at  the 
Embarcadero  station. 

Most  controversial,  in  the 
discusson  of  which  existing  land 
uses  should  be  retained,  was  the 
freeway  inspired  Villiancourt  Foun¬ 
tain,  described  by  one  committee 
member asa  “carbuncle.”  Pending 
furdier  evaluation  of  the  legal  im¬ 
plications  (artist’s  rights),  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Public  Works  represen¬ 
tative  assured  the  committee  that  if 
the  “fountain”  were  retained,  diere 


would  be  a  high  priority  to  restore 
its  water  supply. 

Generally,  the  committee  was 
receptive  to  Dramov’ s  proposals  for 
cafe  and  restaurant  seating  along 
the  commercial  edge  of  the  plaza, 
but  retendon  of  the  Muni  turnaround 
(which  may  be  enlarged  to  accom¬ 
modate  lengdiy  tandem-buses)  was 
debated.  Muni  insists  they  must  have 
it,  so  Dramov  suggested  cleverly 
camouflaging  the  area  at  die  Mis¬ 
sion  Street  side  of  the  plaza.  New 
uses  proposed  included  a  children’s 
playground  and  child  care  center 
(okayed),  a  farmer’s  market  (yes),  a 
cinema  (yes,  but...)  and  restoration 
of  lost  Port  parking  under  the  old 
freeway  (really  needed?). 

Port  News  Continued  on  page  33 
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SF’s  Waterfront 
in  1997: 

Any  Changes? 


There  are  a  number  of  Port  projects 
which  should  be  completed  by  1997 


by  Anne  Halsted, 

San  Francisco  Port  Commission 
and  Telegraph  Hill  Dweller 


Your  editor  has  asked  me  to  mas¬ 
sage  my  crystal  ball  and  predict 
what  might  happen  at  the  Port  in  the 
next  five  years; 

I’ve  done  so  and  discovered  that 
five  years  is  a  short  time  frame 
(unless  we  have  another  earthquake) . 
What  will  happen  in  five  years  is 
pretty  much  the  same  as  is  happen¬ 
ing  and  planned  now.  The  reasons 
for  little  change  are  many  -  the 
regulatory  grid  which  prevents  any 
quick  action,  the  shortage  of  either 
private  or  public  monies,  the  public  ’  s 
concern  for  its  waterfront  and  lack 
of  consensus  about  change,  and  the 
slowness  of  the  public  systems  in 
general.  So  please  don’t  hold  your 
breath! 

I  would  predict  that  the  Port  will 
maintain  its  commitment  to  mari¬ 
time  uses  and  to  public  access.  It ’s 
a  fair  guess  that  dredging  won ’t  get 
any  easier  in  the  next  five  years.  It ’s 
also  predictable  that  we  ’ll  have  some 
new  markets  in  the  coming  years  - 
be  they  flea  markets,  food  markets 
or  otherwise. 


1 .  The  land  use  plan  required 
by  Proposition  H  must  be  finished 
by  1997. 

2.  Construction  of  the  Water¬ 
front  Transportation  Plan,  includ¬ 
ing  die  F  line  and  the  Embarcadero 
Plaza,  should  be  completed  by 
1997. 

3.  Reconstruction  of  the  rail¬ 
road  tunnel  to  accommodate  double 
stacked  containers  will  be  completed 
long  before  1995. 

4.  Earthquake  repair  of  the 
Ferry  Building  and  Pier  45  should 


be  completed  in  1993.  Restoration 
of  tlie  Ferry  Building  to  its  full  glory 
as  a  public  building  and  transit  cen¬ 
ter  should  be  undezvay  by  1997. 

5.  A  new  cruise  terminal 
should  be  planned  and  financed  by 
1997. 

The  land  use  advisory  board  is 
holding  hearings  now  on  new  uses 
which  people  dream  of  for  the  die 
waterfront.  If  you  have  ideas  make 
sure  diey  are  beard  by  diis  board 
soon !  Good  ideas  may  take  a  long 
time  to  see  die  light  of  day  -  but  diey 
have  to  start  somewhere. 
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New  Vallejo  /  Churchill  Parking  Garage  by  Nancy  Katz  &  Gerald  Hurtado 


On  Octo¬ 
ber  29,  Kevin 
Hagerty,  Director  of  the  Parking 
Authority  held  a  a  public  meeting 
held  at  St.  Peter  and  Paul’s  Parish 
Center  to  review  the  status  of  the 
proposed  Vallejo/  Churchill  Alley 
Garage  and  to  give  community  in¬ 
put  regarding  garage  design. 

It  will  be  built  on  the  site  of  the 
present  North  Beach  garage  across 
from  the  police  station  on  Vallejo. 

Two  major  issues  were  discussed. 

1)  The  existing  height  limit  for 
new  buildings  in  North  Beach  is 
40ft.  The  proposal  for  the  new 
garage  asks  for  an  exception  of  65  ft 
high  with  roof  lighting  in  order  to 
provide  up  to  315  parking  stalls. 


2)  It  is  possible  that  the  City’s 
Planning  Commission  might  close 
the  existing  165  car  garage  above 
Central  Police  Station,  operation  of 
two  garages  on  the  same  street  be¬ 
ing  a  factor.  Should  this  occur,  the 
net  gain  for  public  off-street  park¬ 
ing  would  be  only  115  additional 
spaces  at  a  cost  of  $7.2  million. 
Merchants  and  residents  question  if 
this  is  fiscally  responsible. 

You  may  obtain  information  by 
contacting  either  of  the  committee 
co-chairs  or  by  contacting  Kevin 
Hagerty,  Director  of  the  Parking 
Authority  at  554-9805. 


More  Motorcycle 
Parking 

Central  Station  officer  James 
Deignan  is  canvasing  residents  and 
merchants  in  the  North  Beach/Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  area  to  find  street  space 
to  install  metered  motorsycle  park¬ 
ing  so  that  the  bikes  will  now  longer 
be  forced  to  park  on  the  sidewalks. 

Call  him  at  553-1532  with  your 
ideas  and  suggestions. 

Parking  News  Continued  on  page  33 


Former  PHD  board  member  and  architect,  Herb  Kosovitz,  will  stand  in  for  Nancy  Katz  to 
attend  some  meetings  for  the  Traffic  &  Parking  Committee  and  monitor  the  progress  of  the 
garage  project.  Herb  can  be  reached  at  398-0757.  Nancy  has  had  surgery  and  will  be 
taking  some  time  away  while  recovering.  Nancy,  we  wish  you  well! 
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Issues  Night 

by  Gerald  Hurtado 

On  Thursday,  October  15,  North 
Beach  Neighbors,  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors  and  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  co-sponsored  an  Issues 
Night  held  at  the  San  Francisco 
Italian  Athletic  Club.  Karen  Witte, 
Chuck  Mills,  Jerry  Hurtado  and 
Cheryl  Bentley  coordinated  for  their 
respective  organizations. 

As  it  turned  out  the  presidential 
campaigns  scheduled  one  of  the 
three  debates  for  that  night  which 
created  competition  for  an  audi¬ 
ence;  nevertheless,  some  70  people 
showed  to  listen  to  pros  and  cons  on 
selected  local  propositions. 

We  heard  from  speakers  on  both 
sides  of  Propositions  A  —  Earth¬ 
quake  Safety  Loan  Bonds;  Prop.  B 

—  San  Bruno  Jail  Bonds;  Prop.  H  — 
Allowable  Rent  Increases;  Prop.  J  - 

-  Aggressive  Panhandling;  and  Prop. 
K  —  HMO  District. 

Sheriff  Michael  Hennessey,  Su¬ 
pervisor  Bill  Maher  and  Joel 
Ventresca,  President  of  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  San  Francisco  Neighbor¬ 
hoods  were  the  most  recognizable 
speakers. 

In  addition  to  hearing  from  the 
speakers,  a  straw  ballot  was  distrib¬ 
uted  which  allowed  the  audience  to 
express  an  opinion.  According  to 
the  results  of  the  straw  ballot,  the 
North  Beach  audience  was  closely 
divided,  for  and  against,  on  all  the 
propositions  discussed  except  Prop. 
K. 

Participants  favored  Proposition 
A  by  a  narrow  margin  (25  to  23). 
Prop.  A  won  City-wide  with  70%  of 
the  vote.  They  were  against  Propo¬ 
sition  B  (23  to  25),  and  Prop.  B  lost 


City-wide  with  57%.  (Bonds  re¬ 
quire  a  2/3  vote.)  They  were  no  on 
Prop.  H,  (22  to  21)  but  the  City 
voted  yes  53%.  They  split  evenly 
(24  to  24)  on  Prop.  J.,  however. 
Prop.  J  won  handily  City-wide  at 
55%. 

In  this  area  the  vote  was:  A- 
67%,B-60%,  H-52%,  J-64,  K-57%, 
L-35% 

Audience  response  to  Proposi¬ 
tion  K  as  expressed  in  the  straw 
ballot  was  a  resounding  NO  (30  to 
9),  but  K  won  City-wide  with  52% 
of  the  vote.  Some  attribute  this  win 
to  a  well  organized  and  well  funded 
($28,000)  campaign  in  favor  of  the 
HMO  spearheaded  by  Joe 
O’  Donohue  who  is  a  major  property 
owner  in  the  Prop.  K  —  HMO. 

Straw  Votes  and  Reality 

The  straw  ballot  seemed  to  be  not 
a  great  predictor  of  the  outcome  in 
the  City-wide  vote.  Perhaps  the 
sample  was  too  small  or  as  in  the 
case  of  Prop.  K,  the  audience  may 
have  been  too  sophisticated  to  be 
truly  reflective  of  how  the  City  would 
vote.  Proposition  M  was  backed  by 
the  three  sponsoring  organizations, 
and  anything  that  looks  like  it  is 
trying  to  circumvent  Proposition  M 
might  go  down  with  a  group  like 
this.  The  argument  against  K  was 
that  it  would  circumvent  the  plan¬ 
ning  process. 

Those  in  attendance  participated 
fully  in  the  lively  debate,  asked 
penetrating  questions  and  appeared 
to  have  a  good  time. 


Crime  Notes 

by  Pat  Lorentzen 

At  the  November  18  District 
Meeting  of  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Commission,  THD  bade  farewell  to 
Captain  Tom  Petrini,  who  has  been 
promoted  to  Deputy  Chief  of  the 
Police  Department’s  patrol  force. 
Replacing  Tom  at  Central  Station  is 
Captain  Dennis  Martel,  who  ex¬ 
pressed  interest  in  meeting  mem¬ 
bers  of  THD  and  working  closely 
with  the  community. 

In  his  report  to  the  Commission, 
Police  Chief  Anthony  Ribera  noted 
that  police  presence  will  be  highly 
visible  in  the  downtown  shopping 
areas  during  the  holiday  season. 
This  will  include  additional  motor¬ 
cycle  patrols,  cadets  from  the  Po¬ 
lice  Academy  accompanying  regu¬ 
lar  officers,  as  well  as  four  mounted 
police  patrols  on  a  daily  basis.  But 
-  do  be  careful!  Happy  Holidays! 


AUG/ OCT . AUG/ OCT . 


TYPE 

1991 

1992  % 

CHANGE 

Homocide 

0 

0 

Rape 

3 

3 

Robbery 

17 

17 

Assault 

31 

23 

Burglary 

34 

36 

Theft 

91 

70 

Auto 

34 

26 

Other 

170 

145 

TOTAL 

380 

320 

-15.8% 

TOTAL  MAJOR*  210 

175 

-16.7% 

’Homicide, 

Rape, 

Robbery ,  Assault , 

Burglary, 

Grand/ Petty  Theft, 

Auto 

Theft,  Purse  Snatch 
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Port  Land  Use  Almost  Decided...  Maybe  by  Bob  Tibbits 


The  daunting  task  of  the  Water¬ 
front  Plan  Advisory  Board,  created 
18  months  ago  in  response  to  the 
narrow  passage  of  Proposition  H, 
has  completed  the  first  phase  of  its 
study  of  land  uses  for  Port  of  San 
Francisco  properties:  delineating 
areas  for  maritime  uses.  Each  of  the 
seven  water-oriented  primary  uses 
and  support  services  and  ancillary 
functions  will  be  subject  to  further 
review  and  possible  modification 
during  subsequent  phases  of  the 
planning  process.  Shared  uses,  such 
as  parking,  will  be  identified  by  the 
Port  after  an  examination  of  non- 
maritime  land  uses. 

Phase  II,  covering  non-maritime 
uses,  got  under  way  last  month  with 
the  first  of  three  open  forum  public 
discussions  of  the  range  of  such 
activities  that  should  be  provided 
for  along  the  waterfront.  Unfortu¬ 


nately,  the  announcement  by  the 
Port  seeking  public  participation 
omitted  the  time  and  place  of  the 
hearings.  Interestingly,  one  of  the 
panel  members  suggested  that  ho¬ 
tels  might  be  an  appropriate  use 
provided  this  activity  supported  non¬ 
revenue  uses  such  as  improved  pub¬ 
lic  access.  (Former  Port  Commis¬ 
sioner,  drafter  of  Prop  H  and  ex- 
WPAB  member,  the  late  Jack 
Morrison  must  be  turning  over  in 
his  grave.) 

The  final  phase  of  these  delibera¬ 
tions  will  be  to  consider  the  finan¬ 
cial  implications  to  the  Port  and 
economic  impact  to  the  City  of  each 
of  the  various  uses.  The  Port  has 
released  a  Request  for  Proposal  for 
financial  and  economic  consulting 
services  to  assist  the  board  in  their 
determinations.  However,  only 
$75,000  has  been  budgeted  for  these 


consulting  services  which  suggests 
that  the  board  will  get  just  what  the 
Port  pays  for. 

The  work  product  being  sought  is 
a  computer  model  that  can  evaluate 
the  impact  of  various  land  uses  on 
the  Port  annual  operating  budget 
and  long  term  capital  improve¬ 
ments  program  and  that  can  de¬ 
velop  sophisticated  rate  of  return 
and  net  present  value  analyses  of 
potential  new  developments,  such 
as  the  long  standing  Scandanavian 
Center’s  hotel-convention  center 
and  cruise  ship  terminal  at  Pier  30/ 
32  (see  Port  Pourri).  Secondarily, 
an  ‘  ‘economic  profile’  ’  of  each  land 
use  will  identify  new  employment, 
tax  and  permit  revenues,  payrolls 
and  rental  revenues  that  would  be 
generated  by  each  land  use  recom¬ 
mendation.  Sounds  complicated,  but 
it’s  been  long  overdue. 


Montgomery  Street 
Parking 

On  November  2nd,  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  approved  the  Montgom¬ 
ery  Street  Parking  Plan.  BondYee, 
Director  of  Traffic  Engineers,  indi¬ 
cated  that  work  could  start  as  soon 
as  he  receives  a  copy  of  the  adopted 
resolution  from  the  Board.  This  is  a 
significant  increase  for  the  area  and 
will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

The  new  parking  plan  includes 
the  following  new  legalized  spaces: 
1)  six  for  compact  cars,  2)  three  90 
degree  (right  angle)  spaces  and  3) 
eleven  for  scooters  and  motorcycles, 
enough  to  serve  existing  resident 
needs. 


Possible  Loss  of 
Parking 

The  Economic  &  Social  Policy 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervi¬ 
sors,  which  reviews  parking  and 
traffic  matters,  has  asked  the  Fire 
Department  to  determine  if  there  is 
a  need  to  reestablish  a  red  zone  on  a 
dead-end  portion  of  a  cul-de-sac  on 
Kearny,  south  of  Chestnut.  Should 
the  red  zone  be  reestablished,  it 
would  amount  to  the  loss  of  two 
parking  spaces. 

Parking  comes  at  a  premium  on 
Telegraph  Hill.  Short  of  a  fire  safety 
problem,  it  might  be  argued  that  the 
residents  could  be  better  served  if 
the  two  parking  spaces  in  question 
remained. 


This  parking  issue  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  again  December  8,  1992. 
Supervisors  Achtenberg,  Conroy 
and  Kennedy  serve  on  the  Economic 
&  Social  Policy  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

Vallejo  Street 
Improvement 

Also  scheduled  to  be  reviewed 
December  8th  is  a  plan  to  paint 
diagonal  parking  control  lines  for 
33  (possibly  more)  spaces  on  the 
south  side  of  the  500 block  of  Vallejo 
between  Kearny  and  Grant.  Paral¬ 
lel  parking  on  the  north  side  of 
Vallejo  will  not  be  changed  in  this 
plan. 
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A  Telephone  Tree  for 
Telegraph  Hill 


by  Peter  Buxtun, 

THD  Crime  Committee 


How  would  you 
know  if  there  had 
been  a  burglary 
down  the  block 
or  a  mugging 
around  the  cor¬ 
ner?  Such 
crimes  are  now 
so  common  that 
they  are  no  longer 
“news”;  they  may 
appear  on  the  back  pages 
of  the  newspaper  and  they 
are  generally  ignored  on  TV. 

The  THD  Crime  Committee  has 
a  suggestion  to  help  warn  your 
friends  and  neighbors.  When  you 
hear  of  a  crime,  get  the  details: 
when  and  where  it  happened,  who 
was  the  victim.  Then  pass  this 
information  on  to  Pat  Lorentzen, 
Chairman  of  the  THD  Crime  Com¬ 
mittee.  She  will  check  with  Central 
Police  Station  to  confirm  the  details 
and  will  then  pass  the  information 
on  through  a  telephone  tree. 

Simply  put,  a  telephone  tree  in¬ 
volves  a  chain  of  phone  calls  to  get 
the  word  out  through  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  THD  members  are  asked  to 
volunteer  to  be  part  of  the  chain.  As 
a  volunteer  on  the  tree  you  will  be 
asked  to  call  several  other  members 
of  the  chain  to  inform  them  of  any 
problems,  and  to  inform  your  own 
friends  and  neighbors.  The  next 


links  along  the  chain  will  do  the 

same. 

This  is  not  gossip,  it  is  common 
courtesy,  neighborliness,  and  a  way 
of  making  Telegraph  Hill  a  safer 
place  for  all  of  us.  With  the  use  of 
such  a  phone  list,  you  will  become 
a  branch  of  our  phone  tree  which 
sends  safety  information  out 
to  residents  who  may  need  to 
know. 

We  think  a  “telephone 
tree’  ’  will  help  make  us  aware 
of  what  is  going  on  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  will  increase  the  security 
of  Telegraph  Hill. 

If  you  are  interested  in  participat¬ 
ing,  please  call  Pat  Lorentzen  at 
781-0456. 


Port  Pourri... 

hotel-convention  center  and  new 
cruise  ship  terminal  at  Pier  30/32 
and  the  adjoining  seawall  lots  (Sema¬ 
phore  Issue  117,  Sept.  1991).  Hav¬ 
ing  lost  earlier  commitments  from 
Danish  investors,  SCI  needs  a  local 
partner  for  three  new  Scandanavian 
venture  capitalists  to  participate  in 
the  development  phase  and  share  in 
the  estimated  $4  million  cost  of  the 
permitting  process. 

The  agreement,  which  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  by  the  Port  over  a  year  ago, 
has  tied  up  any  commission  consid¬ 


William  B.  Kirkland 

Computers  In  Plain  English 
1172  Kearny  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
415.982.4144 


The  PERSONAL 
Difference 


•  Nutrition  Based 

•  Daily  Weigh-In 

•  Weekly  Class 

•  Change  Habits 
For  A  Lifetime 

San  Francisco 
929-8002 

eration  of  other  potential  long  term 
uses  of  these  valuable  Port  proper¬ 
ties  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time. 
Another  18  months  was  proposed 
which  is  very  generous  when  you 
take  into  account  that  the  promoter 
has  been  looking  for  investors  since 
1988!  Even  if  a  local  investor  sur¬ 
faces,  under  terms  of  the  agreement 
SCI  will  have  two  years  to  wait  out 
the  Waterfront  Plan  Advisory 
Board’s  deliberations,  and  could 
stall  for  a  total  of  eight  years  trying 
to  overcome  other  regulatory 
hurdles.  The  Port  Commission  ig¬ 
nored  the  THD  Board  recommen¬ 
dation  to  terminate  the  relationship. 


w 

BAD  NEWS  FOR  THE  COMPETITION 


BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CAUFOANIA 


Vi sa@  and  MasterCard@ 


Noriega  Street  Branch 

2533  Noriega  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 15)  681  -5333 


Montgomery  Street  Branch 

555  Montgomery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1 5)  39 1  -89 1 2 

Chinatown  Branch 

743  Washington  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4  1 5)  42 1  -52 1  5 


Annual  Percentage  Rate* 


$15  Annual  Membership  Fee* 


North  leach  Location 

Larry  Chui,  Vice  President  and  Branch  Manager 
1301  Stockton  Street  (off  Broadway) 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1 5)  989-4088 


Oakland  Branch 

900  Webster  Street 
Oakland,  CA  (510)  451-5600 


Monterey  Park  Branch 

532  North  Atlantic  Boulevard 
Monterey  Park,  CA  (8 1 8)  289-4 1  1 0 


Los  Angeles  Chinatown  Branch 

800  North  Spring  Street 
Los  Angeles,  CA  (2 1 3)  629-4638 


Credit  Card  Department 

RO.  Box  24649 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 26-6469 


Est.  San  Francisco  1937  Member  FDIC 


subject  to  change  without  notice.  Grace  Period:  25  days.  Method  of  Computing  Balance:  average  daily  balance  including  new 
purchases  and/or  cash  advance.  Transaction  Fee  for  Cash  Advance:  2%  of  cash  advance  Late  Payment  Fee:  $3  minimum,  $5 
maximum.  Minimum  Finance  Charge:  $.50.  Overlimit  Fee:  $5  per  transaction,  $30  maximum  per  day. 


(jive  D  year  Long  Cjift  to  your  Distant  friends  and 
family  that  teds  them  about  your  unique  home  ... 
‘Telegraph  (Hill.  (jive  them  a  membership  in  the  TTHD 
and  the  subscription  to  the  Semaphore. 

It  's  Only  $15. 

iPhone  (Membership  Chair,  (Betty  (Kemper  Z96-8190 
Write  (PO  (Bo?c330l59,  San  francisco,  CD  94133 
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THD  CALENDAR 


Christmas  Party  Sunday 

Dec.  13 

Membership  Dinner 

Late  Jan/Feb 

N.E.R.T.  Training  Class 

February 

Neighborhood  Cleanup 

Saturday  Feb.  6 
(tentative) 

New  Members'  Party 

March 

"Tower  to  Town"  Walk 

April  (tentative) 

-0  CO  TJ  C  CO 

2. -n0  “ox 
^5  8  x 


P  o  6T  > 
(6  m 
^  A 

co  P 
> 


57.  ANTHONY'S  HAS  MORE  MO  UTHS  TO  FEED  THIS  HOLD  A  Y 
SEASON  THAN  EVER  BEFORE  AND  THERE  IS  LESS  MONEY  TO 
BUY  FOOD 

YOU  CAN  HELP.  CALL  BROTHER  KELLY  CULLEN  241-2600 


